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Chapter 5* Parkland 

Orlginallj. th^ plot call<»d for no stop at Parkland 

Hospital* ^8 a T^zas congressman remarked after the third 

shot and the halt of the motorcades *If all is well ahead# 

1 

we are headed for LoTe Field* We ao*e getting out*" At 
the time of the Shooting# he was unable to see the limousine 
from his position* 

Apparently# the plan was to shoot only the President# 

and the President's physician would pronounce him dead on 
2 

the spot* Since the fatal wounds made further medical at- 
tention unnecessary# the party would th»n rush to Love Field 
and fly to Washington# D*C*# while the Vice-President and 
his Secret S#»rvice agents expressed grave concern about a 
world-wide conspiracy* 

But credibility was important in a cov<»r story that 
featured a "mentally unstable sniper*" Wounding the T^xas 
Governor# Connally# would h»lp it* If both an ^astern 
liberal and a ^^outh^m conservative wer® shot# th^n it would 
se^m to be a senseless act rather than a political one# 
especially a "Texas plot*" At the last moment# the plotters shot 
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Connally. It was appropriate then when the Fxecutive As- 
sistant to the Vice-President told Mrs. Johnson on the night 
of the assassinations "...the salvation of Texas is that 
the Governor was hit*" The Vice-President’s wife responded# 
"Don’t think I haven’t thought of that*"^ 

They had to stop at Parkland Hospital because Connally 
was wounded* But stopping there created more problems than 
it solved for the plotters because a team of doctors saw the 
President’s wounds* 

The public might have believed that someone had shot 

the President from behind with a rifle if it resulted in a 

/ 

simple head wound* But then the Parkland doctors held a 

press conference and talked about an entrance wound at the 

front and a throat wound# as well as a head wound* 

The reports of the doctors’ press conference were heard 
% 

aboard th* Presidential plane as it flew toward Washington# 

D*C. The new President# his physician# and 

their Secret Service agents listened carefully* 

Most likely the decision had to be made on the plane to 
mutilate the President’s body at Bethesda Naval Hospital in 
Washington# D*C* It had to be don« in such a fashion as to 
disprove the contentions of the Parkland doctors and to en- 
sure th^ credibility of the cover story of a sniper firing from 
above and behind the President* 

V 

Bethesda also created problems for the plotters because 
they did not want an autopsy. But to get to Bethesda# under 
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alon», th-8* two facts Indlcat* that Oswald may hav« had a 
non-<*conornlc reason for taking th* Job at th^ TSBD /di^posl- 

torj[7** 

With Osiimld In plac*» th^ S<*cr''t S^rvlc^ - th» only 

agency with th^ authority to control th^ Pr-'sld^nt's nov^- 

ra*nta - could act. Th^ motorcade routi* was planned to pass 

In front of wh*r^ Oswald work#*d. This way It would app-ar 

55 

that coincidence placed Oswald In the assassination zon«». 

Had the route been publicly announced we^ks before the Pres- 
idential visit, the Secret SerVlCe WOUld haVe had to check 
the route corefully and lat-r explain why they failed to 
kei»p someone like 0sw6dd under surveillance* 
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In early November 1963, Secret Service agent Robert I. 
Bouck of the Protective Research Section (PHS) claimed, "No 
cards were found in the file that would Indicate the pre- 
sence of any known seriously dangerous PRS subjects as re- 

56 

siding in the Dallas area..." This was asserted despite 

the attempted shooting of Gen. Walker in April I963 and the 

attack on Ambassador Stevenson In October 1963» Agent 

Kellernan confirmed thisi "The Protective Research Section 

did not furnish to the White House Detail any reports of 

protective research- type subjects In the Dallas area, as 

C7 

that office did not have any record of such subjects." 

Secret Service Chief Rowley reported to the Warren Commis- 
sion that the PRS file of persons considered a threat to the 
President "...contained approximately 100 names on November 
22* 1963. covering ^the United States and certain foreign 
countries. Prior to the Pre8ldont*s trip to Dallas* It was 

58 

checked and no person was listed In the Dallas area." 

FBI agents said that Secret Service agent Kellerman 
•...advised that as the ranking Secret Service agent with 
the President's party* he was responsible for the presiden- 
tial security in Dallas. He stated the advanced security 
arrangements made for this specific trip were the most 

stringent and thorough ever employed by the Secret Service 

-59 

for the visit of a President to an American olty."^ 

Rowley later told the Commission, however, "...Kellerman 
denies that he made the statement attributed to him concern- 
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Loyalist Cabinet officers were isolated in an airplane 
over the Pacific Ocean, hours away from land. Their onlv 
link to the outside world was a single news teletype in the 
forwaurd compartment, which reocrted a distorted nicture of 
actual events. The radiophone useless because the code 

book, which was essential to high-level communication, was 
missing. 

Using various cover stories, the plotters camouflaged 
the take-over. Within the first few hours of the assassina- 
tion, rumors circulated about a "world-wide olot" and a 
"prelude to a global Pearl Harbor," This distracted the 
attention of high officials who might otherwise have acted 
against the plotters. ^ 

Following the assiassination, the new regime eased pub- 
lic apprehension by repeated assurances that no consniracv 
existed; that the late President's policies would 
unchanged. Quietly, however, Kennedy's policy of 
combat troops out of Vietnam was reversed by his former 
Vice-President, whose only path to the Presidency and away 
from disgrace and early political retirement was over 
Kennedy's dead body. 

To maintain continuity, to give the appearance of 
stability, and to dispel any sense of unlawful seizure of 
power, the new government reguested that the former Cabinet 
stay in office. To safeguard the cover story, evidence was 
managed to deceive genuine investigators and a commission of 
inquiry. 
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If people were oredispoaed toward the cover story, then 
they would be unable to conceive that individuals in high 
places killed their President, This mental preconditioning 
guaranteed that some would reject a true account of the mur- 
der* Furthermore, with the mass media iirnned lately available 
to the new government, information was released continuously 
so to render any renorts of a olot as fantasy, 

A blind faith in their government by some Americans was 
a source of encouragement to those who contrived to short- 
circuit the representative system. The plotters gauged this 
weakness correctly. 


RouU to Trad* Mart — 
Rout* to Wom*n’* Bldg. 
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Husk and th- Cabinet Plana. J 4 

Th» data of th® assassination ooinoidad with tha third 
U.S. -Japan Joint Committ^a on Trada and Fconomio Affairs to 

65 

meat in Tokyo on Novamb^r 25-2?th. Tha trip was first an- 

66 

nounc«*d in tha Unit-d Statas on Aug. 26, 1,963* Tha Japan- 

67 

• sa Por-ign Offica did so on Novambar 8th, This high- 

lav^*l confarano* m-ant that carta in Cabinat officars would 

ba absant from Washington, D.C, 

On Nov. 22, 1963* ovar half tha Cabinat nambars ware 

saalad in a singla nlana ovar tha mid-Paolfic on thair way 

to Japan, hours away from tha capital. This constltutad 

•...mora mambara of tha Uni tad Stataa Cabinat out of a 

total of 107 than had avap Jolnad togath^r bafora In a sln- 

68 

gla mission ovarsaas." Ona of tha Cabinat m*mb*rs on tha 
plan« was tha S»cr*tary of th* Traasury. Tha Sacrat Sarvica 
is a division of tha Traasury Dapt. and undar its diractlon. 
Had tha Traasury S-cratary baan in Washington, D.C., ha 
might hava baan abla to obstruct tha plot* 

Whan word first arrivad on tha plana of tha shooting, 
mambars of tha party sought to varify tha naws, I>an Rusk, 
Sacra tary of Stata, ordarad th* Prasidantial prass sacra- 
tary, Piarra Salingar, to contact tha Whlta Housa situation 
room by coda on tha radlophona. According to Salingar, 
"Aboard av«ry Prasidantial Jat thara is usually a Whlta 
Housa coda book. Wa saarchad for It for about flva minutas, 

69 

but as fata would hav^* it th*ra was nona aboard this 
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the guise of having to rpnove the bullets, compelled an 
autopsy* The altered body would have to pass under the 
scrutiny of more eyes. Furthermore, the alterations had to 
be sufficient enough to deceive Inexperienced autopsy physi- 
cians. a/' 

Yet, despite these disadvantages, military doctors .did 
not present the sane problems as the civilian doctors at 
Parkland. Military discipline meant that orders Issued 
would be obeyed. Pathologists could be selected and mani- 
pulated, and, within limits, evidence could be destroyed. 

Adm. George G. Burkley would see that the naval patholo- 
\AJertT. 

gists cncxkbcxxJc deceived. 

Arrival. 

Despite the radio link to the hospital.^ the Presi- 
dent received almost no attention when the limousine ar- 
rived at Parkland. An ABC VAilte House correspondent In the 
motorcade thought that the hospital had been given little. 

If any, advance notification. Not a single doctor met the 
limousine. Furthermore, the President lay In the back seat 

unattended for a minute or two before a stretcher was 

6 

brought out. 

According to Connally^s wife, "We pulled Into the 
emergency entrance of Parkland Hospital and It seemed to me 
an eternity before anyone moved. My husband was dying In my 

•I 7 

arms and I wanted somebody to do something fast. 
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While stretchers were being taken to the Presidential 

limousine, the Vice-President* s group hurried Into the hos- 

8 

pltal surrounded by his Secret Service detail. Johnson 

was taken in by five Secret Service agents, "...the nucleus 

9 

of the future White House Detail." They were inside 

Parkland before the President and Connally were removed from 
10 

the limousine. 

While some were In a state of shock at this point, 
those seizing power were busy. 

A temporary command post was set up In the emergency 
area on the first floor In a minor medical suite. Though 
the President was not yet technically dead, the Vice-Presi- 
dent was firmly In command of communications. Contact was 

established with the Signal Corps post In downtown Dallas, 

% 

the Pentagon, the White House situation room, and the Cabi- 
net plane over the Pacific Ocean. 

A military communications officer and police searched 

the hospital for phones. Fach time one was located, it was 

12 

given to a Dallas policeman with instructions to guard It. 

Kennedy loyalists tried to call out. For example, they 
asked a Dallas policeman at the hospital to have his dis- 
patcher arrange a line for them. The police dispatcher said 

13 

that all his lines w«re tied up. Kennedy loyalists had 
been effectively isolated at the hospital from the rest of 
the world. 

Johnson, anticipating an Investlga tlon, had his wife 
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and others with hlra. Including; S«crat S«rvlc© aR©nts> write 

sorting not PS on tha situation* Cona«qu*ntly* "all 

14 

th©8© later bpcame the basis of the White House log." 

Secret Service Behavior* 

According to a Dallas police officer, the conduct of 
the Secret Service at Parlcland resembled that of "a police 
state." 

The first notice received by hospital staff occurred 

when two Secr-^t 3i»rvice agents burst into the emergency 

16 

area; one waved a sub-machine gun. 

An FBI agent, attempting to track down evidence in the 

emergency area, was assaulted by two Secret Service agents 

I?’’ 

before he could present his credentials. 

The Secret Service was concerned that no photogra |hs 

were made of the President in the back of the limousine and 

during the time he was taken to the emergency room. A Texas 

Highway Patrolman said, "We were assigned by the Secret 

Service to prevent any pictures of any nature to be taken of 

18 

the President's car or the inside." Another Highway Pa- 
trolman stated, "...we were Instructed to keep the news 

19 

m<^dla away from the car." A Security Officer of the Dal- 
las County Hospital District also "...h-lp*.d lc..p pr.ss p.o- 
pl« and sp-otators away from th« Pr*8ldantial car."^^ 
Photograaphs would Indlcat. bullet daitag- and direction. 

An hour after the President had be*n taken Inside, the 
Secret Service assaulted a young boy who had a movie camera. 

He was filming the emergency entrance area where the limou- 
sine was parked. They tore the camera from his hands, open- 

21 ' 

ed It, and kicked the unwinding film down the street. 

Concern over photographers cauaed the Chief of the 


Dallas field office of the Secret Service to make false 

22 

statements to the FBI l^^ter. 

Throat Wound. 


Parkland doctors found a small wound In the front and 

at th^* middle of the President's neck, below the Adam's ap- 

23 

pie. I>r. Perry said that the size of the wound was orl- 

24 

ginally only a millimeters in diamet^'r." A milli- 

meter is equal to 0.04 of^an Inch, The wound was fairly 

25' 26 
round to oval in shape, and clean in appearance. 

Fig. 5-1 diagrams this. 



27 ' 

The doctors found no powder burns. Powder r-“sldues 

usually are present If the distance between nuzzle and target 

28 

la less than 18 Iriches, The doctors' concern with these 

indicated their that the throat wound was one of en- 

trance, made ^ close range. 

Dr* Jones felt that the wound's smooth edges were the 

29 

result of a low-velocity bullet. For Dr. Akin, ",,*lf 
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th** Pr*»Bld'*nt had shot if 1th a low velopity Ttilssllftt 

such as flr^ from a pistol, it «as mor- llkaly to hava ba»n 
an antranca wound... Purth-rraora , ha contlnuad. low ve- 
locity lalssllaB of sa=fll callbar, 1.®.. .22 to . 32 . "...ara 
slow moving, and they antar tha body and don't laava It. 

31 

Thay usually stay In It..." 

Blood was slowly oozing out of tha nack wound. W. 

Parry ballavad that tha wound Indicated possible underlying 
damage to an artery or vain, or to the windpipe. He made 


a cut of a few minima t«rs directly across and through the 



Its right side was a snail, ragged tear. Just below the 
voice box, and at the sane level as the wound on the outside 
of the neck.^^ The tear on tha windpipe was due to a bul- 
let fragm-nt.^^ The bullet had nicked the right side of 
the windpipe as It tore through his n»ck. Dr. Perry made a 

small cut Into the windpipe, above the tear. Into which a 

. 38 

tracheotomy tube was inserted. 
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The shift of ;he windpipe to the left, plus the pres- 
ence of blood and air In the area between and above the 

lungs and heart. Indicated the possibility of a wound to the 

39 

right lung. As a preventative measure, a tube in the . 

40 

right chest was requested. But the amount of blood in 

the area about the lungs and heart prevented detection of 
41 - 

any Injuries, 


The Original Head Wound, 


Parkland doctors stated that the head wound was on the 


right aide - the occipitoparietal area - of the President's 
42 

skull (Pig, 5-3). Dr* Carrico estimated that between 4-7 

cm {1, 5-2,7 Inches) of scalp and skull were torn away. In ap- 

43 

proxlmately a circular shape. 

44 

The wound 'exhibited skull fragments and torn brain 

45 

tissue, with perhaps about one- third of the brain tissue 
46 

missing, 

47 

Dr* Akin assumed that the wound was tangential. Dr, 

48 ' 


Clark described the wound as tangential. 

Dr, Clark explained that If a bullet hit the skull at 
an angle. It would go through more bone than If It hit the 
head squarely. A tangential path would ci^e the bullet to 
expend more energy, striking a greater blow to the brain. 
Not only would pieces of bone be blown Into the brain, but 
the bullet might be •*,. .deflected so that it would go 
through or penetrate pmrta of the brain, not In the usual 
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.49 

direct lln*^ It was proci^ffdlng,'* 

JJr# McClelland Judged that the wound In the Preflldent*e 
skull could be expected "•..from a very high velocity mis- 
sile., .with a heavy caliber bullet, such as a .^^5 pistol 
fired at close range.,*" This would particularly apply to 
the skull "#•. where there was a sudden change in density 
from the brain to the skull cavity, as It entered. As It 
left the body. It would still have a great deal of force be- 
hind It and would blow up a large segment of tissue as It 

.50 

exited# " 

Point of Fntry# 

Some of the Parkland doctors w^re concerned about a 

wound on the left side of the President's head. Dr# Jenkins 

saw blood in the left temporal area," #. .right above the 

zygomatic bone £cheek bonfl7 In the hairline. * . " Dr* 

McClelland recorded in hla medical report on the day of the 

assassinations "...cause of death was due to massive head 

arxl brain Injury from a gunshot wound of the left 
52 ^ 

temple," Oscar L# Huber, one of the priests who gave 

final rites, claimed he saw a wound over the left eye of the 

53 

President, At the Parkland news conference on the af- 

ternoon of November 22nd, "Dr, Perry said the entrance 
wound - which is the medical description - the entrance 

5 ^ 

wound was In the front of the head." 






Pr»>ss Confpr*»noe. 

At li47 p.tB.. CST, NBC r^port(»d, "Prpsldnnt Kpnnpdy. w« 
arP noK infornpd. »rae shot In thP right t-nplp. ’It was a 
BloplP mattPr of a bull.t right through th« haad.^^sald Dr. 
Gporgp Burklpy. tha Wnlta House medical officer." Ho 
mention was made of the wound In the throat. Then, the 
Parkland doctors held a news conference at 2 p.m. 

Parkland doctors had acquired considerable experience 
with gunshot wounds.^^ They originally speculated that a 
bullet entered the neck, struck the spinal column, and exlt- 

57' 

ed from th^ h^ad • 

Shortly after 2 p.n. . the Associated Press quoted Dr. 
Perry as saying that the President had been shot "In the 
front of the head.-^® At ZO^ p.n. . HBC reported from 
Parkland that doctors Perry and Clark said the President was 
struck by a bullet "...In front as he faced the assailant 
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CBS reported that Parkland doc tore stated that the 
shots that killed the President had "entered the throat and 
out the back of the head." 

The Secret Service wae supposed to furnish the Warren 

CommlKSlon with media recordings of the press conference* 

It never did* Furthermore, according to the National Ar-^ 

chives, "No tape recordings or transcripts of the Interviews 

with doctors at Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Texas, 

have been found in the Commission's records." 

The only copy of the record of medical treatment at 

Parkland, which was handwritten, was given to the Secret 

63 

Service in November I 963 * In February 1964, Parkland 

doctors were Interviewed by the Secret Service to determine 

64 


if they had any other noteg^or reports. They were Inter- 
viewed two-to-three times. Of special concern to the 

Secret Service was whether the neck wound was one of en- 

66 

trance, the doctors' speculations on the source of the 
67 

wounds, and If the doctors had any more written records 

SS 

or Information beyond what they had provided. 


(ji 


Burk ley- 


Naval Adm. ^Burkley, the President's physician as of 

August 1963 , was present during efforts to aid the President 

69 70 

at Parkland* but apparently did not participate. 

Burkley claimed, "...my direct services .* .would have Inter- 

f erred with the action of the team which was in progress." 
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Att^T mfToTtm had failed, ^rkl^y act#d to vmkm sura 

that a Parkland doctor signed a daath c*rtlfloata* which was 

72 

naoaasary to ramova tha body out of stata, 

Burklay was most Inslstant on laavlng Parkland Hospital 

73 

as soon as posalbla* Ha talkad to tha DilXas County 

74 

Mad leal Mkaailnar,*...ln a Tary agltatad n»annarp“ about 

75 

•,,,tba nacassity of quick action." fha lattar waatad to 
hold tha body for an autopsy. 


- Tha Body Bnatchars. 


It ms assantial to tha plot that tha body of Prasldant 
Kanziady ba takan away froa tha Taxas mad leal author Iti as 
laat an honast autopsy ravaal that tha causa of daath ms 
olosa-ranga pistol flra ^ that tha wotinds of antra noa on tha 
front of tha body would point to tha actual assassin. 

Prom his command 'post In Parkland *s minor madicina 
sulta« tha naw Prasldant issuad hls first ordars. Thay 
coTarad two basic points — * that Prasldant Kannady*s body 

was to ba ramoTad from tha hospital forthwith, and tha othar 

76 

was that tha Vlca Prasldant ms to raturn to Usshlngton." 

According to tha hospital administrator^ "...a Sacrat 
3arTica man cama to ma and ask ad how m could mora tha pras- 
ldant*s body. Ha ask ad ma if wa had a caskat. a baskat or 

77 

anything that wa could gat to mow tha body lamadlataly , " 

But tha Ckillaa County Had leal Pxamlnar. Dr, Farl Rosa, 
announcad. "Biara has baan a homlclda hara. lou won’t ba 
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.M. to r..„. to. too,. ,„x t.». It do„ to u,. .rtul 

.t, for .„too.,.. 

«r. oh.l,«rH...t«., 

•uot b. uobrok.n. T.,,, u. prohibit*! roMnl of , boa, 
from thm mtmtm without an autopaj. 

th. 8 .or.t S.r«o. h«l to r.ui„ th, „ia.„,. . 

f..r .trwsl. a.T,l„p*| i„ th. h.11. 0, 

b.t«»„ a.or.t a.r«.. „„t ho, ».u.r«« .»a nr. to.. 

»0 Oh . . 1 th 1...1 .„thorlb, to ..ttl. to. aiophto 

could ba looatwd. 


Chlaf Curry, who h«l ««h authority. 
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could not act. He had beon sent by the Secret Service to 

lead the Vice-President • s motorcade back to Love Field and 

81 

the Presidential plane. 

During an Interview, Curry commented: "I wasn*t there 

at the time and had I been there I probably would have had 

1 

to have be«n on the side of the Coroner because under the 

Texas law he was supposed to stay th^re for an autopsy. • .and 

they /the Secr^^t Servlc^ more or less just anatched the 

82 

body away from hlm...“ 

Wounded Agent Ploy. 

A rumor permitted the body of the President to be re- 
moved under the facade of legality and provide the Secret 
Service with a valid reason to become Involved In the Inves- 
tigation. In 1963 # the murder of a President was not covered 
by federal law. If a federal agent, however, was killed, 

83 

then federal authorities could Intervene. Such an 

agent was fictitiously slain to provide a legal cover to re- 
move the President's body from the Jurisdiction of the Dallas 
Coroner and the state of Texas. 

At 12:U5 p.m., CBS affiliate KRLD reported that a 


I 


•il 
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84 

Socr«t Service agent had been killed with the President. 

At ItZj p.m., Walter (^onklte announced on CBS, "A Secret 
Serviceman was also killed In the fusillade of shots... 

86 

The rumor was hoard by a reporter at Parkland Hospital. 

At 2 j 14 p.m., the Associated Press stated, "A Secret Service 
agent and a Dallas policeman were shot and killed today 

87 

..." A Dallas Police Dept, officer called his dispatcher 

at 2»40 p.m., and reported, "One of the Secret Service men 

on the field — 71m and Houston: said that It came over his 

teletype that one of the Secret Service men had been 
.88 

killed." 

Reporters went to the Secret Service headquarters In 
Dallas where a spokesman said ho could neither confirm nor 
deny the report. "All I've heard," he told them, "Is the 

89 

same reports you've heard." 

At 3»33 p.m., a denial was Issued In Washington, D.C. , 
by Robert Wallace, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury In 
charge of the Secret Service, Wallace asserted, "No Secret 
Service man was Injured In the attack on President 

90 

Kennedy." By that time, the ploy had served Its purpose t 
the body was on Its way to Bethesda Naval Hospital In Wash- 
ington, D.C, 


Altering the Limousine. 

James J. Rowley, Chief of the Secret Service, assertedi 
", . .Kellerman authorized the return of the President's car 
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to thi* airport for loading aboard a C-I30 for tha return to 
Vaahinston* D.C« Tha purpose was to preserve its condition 

jOI 

unchanged for the earliest possible examination. * 

The Seor^*t Service, however, changed the condition of 
this piece of prime evidence because the limousine was the 
crime scene itself. 

At Parkland Hospital, a Secret Service agent with the 
Vice-President*8 detail ordered other agents to put the top 

92 ' . 93 _ 

on the limousine: two agents did so. This way, no one 

could see inside the Vehicle. 

A hospital orderly was asked to get a bucket of water; 

94 


A nurse *8 aide was asked if she "...would 

.95 


he complied. 

get someone to come and wash the blood out of the car. 


She said she would, but was so excited and nervous she for- 

w 9 <’ 

got about it. 

. Newsmen were witnesses. Reporter Hugh Sidey watched. 

"A guard," he said, "was set up around the Lincoln as Secret 

Service men got a pail of wat»r and tried to wash the blood 

97 

from the car." According to Tom Wicker, "...the police 
were guarding the Presidential car closely. A bucket of 
water stood by the car, suggesting that the back seat had 

98 

been scrubbed out." On ABC, Don Gardner stated, "Outside 

the hospital, blood had to be wiped from the limou- 

99 

sine..." 


Later, the Secret Service admitted it "...was sorry 
that hospital orderlies had sponged it out."^®^ 
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Aft»r th»» llmouslnft had ba«n claanad out, drlvan to 
Lovm Pii«ld, loaded on a military cargo aircraft, flown to 
Andrews Air force Base, driven by agents to the White House 
garage and stored, bullet fragments mysteriously appeared. 
There was a bullet nose on Greer's seat and a bullet base on 
the floor by Kellerman's seat. The next morning, the Secret 
Service allowed the FBI crime lab team to examine the llmou- 
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Kellarman told another Secret Service agent to taKe the 

llmouBine and the folloi^^up car back to Love Field and load 

them aboard the C-I 30 transport plane# 

At li09 p*m# , Just a few minutes after the Farkland 

doctors discontinued treatment of the President* the Etellas 

police radio received reports about the two cars. A Dallas 

motorcycle officer radioed his dispatcher: ’*1 have the tee < 

>V| _ an f 

Presidenl^V cars ^MHitee out there ^^te/^ve 


Field 
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Reaching Love Field, the agents embellished their actl<> 
Titles to impress officials there. They "...fanned out "cry* 
ing to everyone they recognized that they would have given 
anything *to have been able to shoot It out with that son of 
hell*! that *be should be torn limb from limb; death is too 
good for him.*" No one, however* had been arrested at 
this time. 

Such behavior, in addition to the cover stories, gave 
the Secret Service enough time to deal with the evidence be^ 
fore an Investigation could be started. 

It was close. At 4:10 p.n.* the Dallas police dispatch* 
called a deputy chief at Love Field: "...hold the Prosl- 

d^mtial care at the location. 5^8 Is In route to print *eni 
/slc7*" This was a Dallas police crime lab vehicle Intent 
on gathering evidence from the limousine. The deputy chief 
answered, "...they have been loaded and have left on the 

105 

other transport." Only 35 earlier* the plane 
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carrying th#* Pr^^sldentlal limousine and the Secn^t Service 
follow-up car taxied doTO th^ runway for Washington* 

ao6 

0. c. 

The Conspiracy Rumor. 

While the President's body lay in trauma room one, the 
Vice-President party gathered In booth I 3 of minor medi- 
cine to await medical word of Kennedy *s death. At approxi- 
mately 1:13 p*m. , a Secret Service agent enter'*d and told 

* 107 

Johnson that th» Pr^sld*^ncy was his. 

At this tlm«, Johnson planted a rumor to distract those 
who might be In a position to stop the plot. The rumor was 
effective because its source was authoritative and from the 
highest level of government, the new President. 

One of the first to hear this rumor at Parkland was 
Presidential aide Kenneth O’Donnell. When he told Johnson 
that President Kennedy was dead, Johnson said, ",*.we must 
look upon this In a sense that it might be a conspiracy of 

,ioe 

some nature..." 

An assistant press secretary asked If he could announce 
the death of President Kennedy. Johnson said no, and cau- 
tioned, "I think we had better wait a few minutes. I think 
I had better get out of her- and get back to the plane be- 
fore you announce It. We don’t know wh-ther they ar- after 
me as well as they were aft«r President Kenn-dy, or whether 
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they are after Speaker McCormack or Senator Hayden#* 

Johnson made reference to the Lincoln assassination and the 

110 

attempt to kill Secretary Seward • 

*.«.we don*t know*" Johnson asserted* "whether this is 

;iii 

a World-Wide conspiracy* * Later ho recalled, "I enter- 

tained grave fears for our future* I didn*t know if this 

was part of a communist oonspiracy or a plot against our 
112 


system*" 

The Secret Service agent in charge of the Vice-Presi- 
dent’s detail added to the rumors "We should evacuate this 
hospital right away," he advocated* The agent urged, "Get 

on that plane and get back to Washington* We don’t know 

113 

whether this is one man, two men, a gang, or an Army*" 

The Secret Service agent second-in-command under agent 

Kellerman declared he "***had a hunch that there night be a 

conspiracy to wipe out all top federal officials*" 

Dallas Police Chief Curry heard the rumor when he took 

Johnson back to Love Field* In an interview, Curry stated s 

It was some of the Secret Service men that were 
with the President at the tine* They seemed pretty 
anxious to get Johnson out of Parkland and get him 
to Love Field and get him back to Washington* 

’Cause something was said, ’we don’t know what the 
hell might be going on, whether this is maybe a 
international incident or whether this is a civil 
uprising or what it might be - a revolution. / 11^ 

Meanwhile, the Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, who was 

tending the Kennedy Cabinet in a plane over the Pacific 

Ocean, also planted the rumor* He talked to the Acting 
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Secretarv of State, neorqc Ball, by radionhone "... about the 

oossibility that the shooting might be the prelude to some 

116 

sort of global Pearl Harbor..." Ball then called the CIA 

Director, John McCone, and advised, "You*d better get the 
watch committee going...” to survey what Moscow and Peking 
were doing. 

Then, at 1:15 p.m. , CST, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
broadcast an alert to all U.S. world commands. Wells 
Hagen, an NBC correspondent, reported from Germany, "... be- 
cause of the fear of possible invasion, an alert condition - 

the highest emergency short of war - has been proclaimed in 
119 

West Germany." 

During the flight from Dallas to Washington, Johnson 
continued his concern about a communist conspiracy. "It*s 

the Kremlin that worries me," he said. "It can't be allowed 

. 120 
to detect a waver or a hint of hesitancv." 

At the same time, other passengers on the plane heard a 
different story. During the flight between Dallas and Wash- 
ington, D.C., - between 2:49 and 5:05 p.m., CST - "... the 

party learned that there was no conspiracy; learned of the 

120-0 

identity of Oswald and his arrest..." Oswald was 

singled-out at this time when no credible evidence existed 
against him and while other individuals were being inter- 
rogated and arrested by police. Indeed, it was not until 

1:35 a.m., on the next day, that Oswald was charged with 

120-1 

assassinating President Kennedv. 

On the evening of November 22nd, Dallas District Attor- 
ney Henry Wade learned that someone was "... going to file on 
Oswald as /Feing^/ part of an international consniracv in mur- 
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d-rlni? th^' U.,S. Pr-sld*nt, , . ** Thou/rh clalm^'d ‘'..,1 

don’t know viho It,,*" h" thourrht ", ,,lt had to b** 

a publicity d«al somebody was Int^'r^st^d In something 

oth«^ than th* law b^caus« th^r^* Is no auch charge* In T*xas 
120-b 

Wad^* "*..u^nt dot-rn to polio*' stfjticn and took 

th*> charge on him /Us'jald/, Just a cas« of slmol« murder /of 
120-c 

th'' i?r*'Sld«n^, " Uad* not^^d that th« U,ii, i»ttorn*y. 

Barefoot Sanders - a Johnson appoint^** - was not "...r«al 

120-d 

comr^rsant* * , with iihat th*» law Is In a nurcl«r charg«," 

Within 24 hours aft^r th« assasr;! nation, th« rumor was 

120-*' 

dlscr**dlt«d by D*'an Kusk. By that tim*'. It had s*'pv*d 

Its purpos**, and th** crln** had b*'«n solved with th*' jailing 
of a sirgl*' malcontent. 

For the plot to succeed ^ the governEi''nt had to b» 

Seized quickly, l>ie rumor aided this* Johnson later tried 

to explain his rush to assume the offlC" of the Presidency: 

",,*I ''new It was Imperative that I grasp the reins of power 

and do so without delay* /*ny hesitation or waveping^ any 

false step, any sign of s-lf-doubt* could have be«n dlsas- 
121 
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Connally ’ s Wpunds • 

As he faced the President to his rear (Fig* 5^^)* a bul- 


let hit the back of Connally’s right shoulder, at an angle f 

123 

causing a long, vertical, oval-shaped wound. It then 

124 ii5 

struck his fifth rib, leaving some netal In his chest, 

and exited below .his rlsht nipple, resulting in .a horizontal 

12fi 

oval- shaped wound. What remained of the bullet, with its 

127 128 

reduced energy, hit the back of his right forearm, 

which was directly next to his chest. This further broke up 

What was l«ft of the bull*'t, depositing fragments In the 
129 i30 

wound. In a slanting course, only a sraall portion of 

131 

the bullet exited from the edge of his f^lm. What frag- 

132 

ment remained was deflected Into his thigh. 

Clothing Alterations, 

Connally *s clothes would Indicate the wounds and bul- 
lets, B*sfore the FBI could examine them, his clothes were 

133 

cleaned and pressed,* Furthermore, the FBI was un- 


122 


able to obtain the clothes until April 1964, 
months after the murder. 


134 


over four 


The cloth about the holes in the coat, shirt, snd 


toursers lacked any trace of metal. 


135 


which mad# It Impos- 


sible to determine if a bullet had even gone through 
136 

them. If Connally was within 18 Inches of the gun muzzle, 

powder residues at that distance would show up during an 
^ 137^ 

FBI laboratory examination; cle^n- 


i 



ing wDyld remove them 


Other discrepancies appeared when the wounds in Connel- 
ly's body were compared with the holes in his clothes , 

The FBI reported that the hold in the bacJc of the coat 

138 

was elongated horizontally, A Parkland Hospital doctor 

139 

said that the back wound was elongated vertically, While 

the FBI stated that the hole in the right sleeve was elongated ’ 
140 

horizontally. the wound in the forearm was elongated 

141 

vertically. 

Although holes in the coat corresponded with holes la 
142 

the shirt, because of excessive tearing of the cloth, 

141 

none of these holes ^rn the shir^ were well defined,” 

In short, not only was the clothing cleaned, but the 

holes were altered sufficiently to defy analysis (Fig- 5-5)- 

Who got the doting? A high-ranking aide of Lyndon 

Johnson, Clifton C. Carter received the clothing from a 

144 

Parkland Hospital nurse* Carter signed a slip for the 

clothing, received the gannents in two paper bags, and pas- 

145 

sed the bags on to Congressman Hen3ry B- Gonzales* The 

next day, Nov, 23, 1963, at 3:30 a,m,, the bags were in the 

146 

apartment closet of Gonzalez in Washington, D*C, 

At Parkland Hospital, the clothing was divided into two 

groups. One group - tie, trousers, and socks - was given to 

147 

Connally's wife when Connally underwent surgery* The 

second group, which contained the key evidence: the coat 

and shirt, was elsewhere. 



Back of Conna'ily's coat showing bullet hole. 
Commission Exhibit 684. 

Fig. 5-5 


Back of Connally's shirt. 
Commission Exhibit 685. 


Connally’s shirt and coat 




I 
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Connally's wife claimed that the coat and shirt were 

143 

finally found In the closet of Congressman Gonzalez » Ac* 

cording to Gonzalez, two Secret Service agents picked-up the 

clothing more than two weeks after the assassination 

149 

In addition, Connally’s wife said, it was al- 

most two months before any of the investigators showed any 

150 

interest in examining John's clothing. * She asserted 

that she soaked the shirt in cold water in order to preserve 
151 

it« Cold water will remove blood stains from clothing* 

The coat and trousers, as photographed by the FBI, show 

152 

a cleaned and pressed appearance (Fig. 5-5) * Their un- 

rumpled condition is unlikely after storage in paper bags. 

The coat, rather than preserved as evidence, was chalk- 
ed and worn by ConnaXXy's stand-in during a Coimnission re- 

153 

enactment on Kay 24, 1964* 

Parkland doctors exaunined the clothing for the first 
154 

time in April 19S4, when they testified before the Warren 
Commission t four months after the assassination* 

Connally in Security. 

On Nov. 22, 1963, Connally *s aide hinted at the truth. 

At a Parkland Hospital press conference, shortly after the 

shooting, his aide reported Connally sAid, "I think they 

155 

shot me in the back. "They got the President too." And 
elaborate security precautions were taken. 

At 4 p.m. , of the same day, a^ut two hours after the 
scapegoat had been seized, Texas Highway Patrol and Rangers 
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D>ov«d In -...tlffhtly flccurrlne Zsi|7 the second floor where 
the Governor wea being treated." Locke were changed on 
the doora of the suite of rooms occupied by Connally and his 
staff. The keys were given to Connally* s family. 

On November 24th, the hospital administrator, a colonel 
and a eergeant major with the Texas Dept, of Public Safety, 
and a sergerft with the Texas Rangers decided to move Connal- 
ly Into room 224 of Parkland. ^ Fntry could only be made 
via room 222 . a spotlight was placed "...on the roof 
outside of rooms 22j and 225." and special window cover- 

ings were prei^red "...for the Governor's room and the ad- 
lol< 

Joining room." hospital employees was given to 

Highway Patrolmen, 

The day after the scapegoat was murdered, Nov. 25, 


1963, 20 Highway Patrolmen were brought to Parkland from 

Tyler. Ter. ^me were stationed with rifles on the roof of 
the hospital* 

The Intent of these security measures was spelled-out 
by a colonel with the Texas Dept, of Public Safety. He said 
that no one could see Connally without clearance "...and 
that included the Secret Service. . 

Newsmen were allowed to Interview Connally on. Nov. 27. 
1963, but not until they were completely searched. In 
addition, they "...were asked not to reveal the location of 
the bed in the^room or the other security measures that had 
been taken. Security arrangements permitted only one 
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newsman into the hospital room with Connallv? the rest of 

the press were in an adloining room and had to ask auestions 

167 

over a telephone hook-up. 

It was on November 23rd, when Oswald learned that 

Connally had been shot* labile under interrogation , Oswald 

16 9 

expressed no animosity toward Connallvf he was described^ 

by one policeman as showing "aenuine concern and surorise 
at the news of Connally’s injuries. 

During the Christmas holidays , agent Kellerman of the 
Secret Service visited Connally. supposedly talked with 
Connally about his wrist wound. Or, perhaps, an agreement 
was reached about the "correct" story. 
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4* Youngblood referred to Burkl-y as Johnson's per- 
sonal physician,.*" (Youngblood, 20 Years , p, l 8 l.) 

5* Curry, o£, clt . * v. 4, p. 161. 
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parietal, V, 3 * p. 36I1 .posterior skull, the occipi- 

tal region.,** 

Perry, o£. clt . . v* 6, p, 9 t **., right posterior 
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Salyer /dated March 25 * 196 i^*" In Hearings , v, 6, p, 81 t 
"...right temporal area,,," 

Jenkins, op, clt ., v, I7, p, 15 j "...temporal and 
occipital, . 

Dr. McClelland observed that the right# rear half of 
the parietal bone and some of the right side of the occipi- 
tal bone seened to be fractured (McClelland, 0£, clt . v* 6^ 

P- 33 -). 

43, Carrico, c^. clt . . v, 6, pp, 3, 6. 

Note: in V, 3 , p, 361 * is the tyjK>graphlc error of 

5-71 cm, 

44 . Ibid . 

Jones, o£, clt , . v. 6 , p, 53, 

Don T, Curtis, "Tectlmony of Dr. Don Tell Curtis 
/dated March 24 , 19647 ," In Hearlnp;8 * r, 6* p. 60. 

Akin, on. clt . . v, 6, p, 66* 
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Both c**r«bral and c#*r#*ballar brain tlssua* 

Carrico, o^. c It * , v# 6, p* 6* 

Clark, Ob. cl t * , V. 6, p. 20* 

McClelland , £ 2 * cl t . , v, 6, p. >3* 

46. McClelland, loc. clt . The torn venous channels ac- 
counted for much of the heavy bleeding* 

47 , Akin, OJ 5 . clt . . V, 6, p. 67 * 

40, Clark, 0 £. clt . , v. 6, p* 21. 

49 , Ibid . 

50 , McClelland, 0 £. clt . , v, 6 , p. 30* 

51 , Jenkins, 0 £* clt., v. 6 , pp* 48, 51* 

52 , ‘ McClelland, 02 - olt * , v* 17, p* 12, 

53 ^ . Philadelphia Sunday Bulletin , Nov, 24, I 963 , 

54 .. WOR Radio, Nov, 22, 1963, 2:43 P*™* ^ST* 

55 . Chet Huntley, NBC News, 1:4? p*m, , CST. 

56 . Carrico, o^* £lt . , v. 3# P* 353i 6 , P* 5* 

Perry, od. c tt , . v* J, p. 366; v, 6 , p, lo* 
McClelland, . clt . , v* 6 , p* 31 • 

Baxter, 22 * clt . . v. 6 , p. 43* 

Jenkins, 22 . clt . , v* 6 * p. 50# 

J o ne s , op . *, v, 6 , p. 55* 

Akin, 22# £12** 6 > p. 65# 

57 . Perry, op . cl t . , v, 6 , p* 13* 

McClelland, 22 * clt.* v. 6 , pp- 35* 37- 
Jones, 22- £lt . . v. 6 , p. 56 * 

Peters, 22* c,l 

58 . Manchester, 02 * clt . , p. 403 (PB). 

59 . NBC Log , Nov, 22, 1963. P# 2:36 p.m, , CST. 
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60. H ebert Pier point, C3*i News , 6:15 p.^n. , CST, 

61. Perry, op. clt . . v. 3, p. 378. 

62. Hark Fekhoff, Letter to Fred T. Newcomb, dated Aug* 

3* 1970. 

63. Nevj York Times , Nov. 27, 1963, p. 20. 

64. Connlsslon Document No . 379 > 

65. Carrico, o^i clt . , v, 3, p. 3631 v. 6, p, 6* 

Perry, 02* dt . . r, 6, p- 1?. 

Clark, 02* clt . . v, 6, p. 2?. 

Jones, 22* £At. , v. 6, p, 57. 

66. Carrico, o£. clt . . v. 3. P- 364* 

6?, Perry, on. clt . . v. 3, p, 387, 

Carrico, 02- clt , , v. 6, p. 7, 

68. Carrico, 0£, clt . , v, 6, p. ?• 

Clark, op . clt . . v. 6, p. 2?, 

Baxter, 02. clt * , v* 6, p, 44, 

Jenkins, 00. clt . , v* 6, pp, 50# 51* 

Jones, Q£, clt . , V* 6, p# 57* 

Bashour, 22- o It . . v. 6, p. 63. 

Glegecke, 2£, clt . , v* 6, p, 75# 

V - 

69. Carrico, 22. clt . ' p. 363. 

A 

70. Only one doctor Indicated that Burkley asked that the 
President be given sterlods (Peters, op, clt . . v, 6, p* 69.), 
The oth^r doctors said that the President's adrenal Insuffi- 
ciency was comnon knowledge : no one was consulted on the 
scene (Carrico, 0£. clt . . v, 3, p. 36I; Perry, 0£, c^-, v. 

3. PP* 370, 377; Jones, or, cl^. , v. 6, p. 55-). Burkley 
stated he gave Parkland doctors Information about the Presi- 
dent's blood group (George G. Burkley, •’Commission Exhibit 
No, 1126. 'Statement dated November 27# 1963# of Hr. George 
G. Burkley, physician to the President,'” in Hearings . 

V. 22, p, 94.)* No doctor confirmed this. 

71. George G, Burkley, •'Conmlaslon Exhibit No* 1126. 
'Statement dated November 2?, I963, of Dr. George G. Burkley , 
physician to the President,"* In Hearings , v, 22, p, 94, 

Note; In the official re por^ t o f ne d leal efforts at 
Parkland in the Texas St ate Journal cf Mediolne (v* 6O, Jan, 
1964, pp. 61-65) Burkley was not mentioned* 

Burkley also fall#*d to provide ’’direct services" on an 
earlier occasion for th« President. In fall of I962, 
aft#»r th-» Pr^'sldent's fath»r_had suffered a s»lzure, "the 
President told the Admiral /Burkle^ to stay with his 
father..." Instead, Burkley l«ft, suoposedly to gen about 
emergency supDllefi, President "...was furious that the 

Admiral h^d left ev«n for a moment,** and instructed an agent 
to tell Burkley **.,.that I said h“*s to sit with my dad all 
the time, , .until the other doctors get h^r*^*** (Hltn Dallas* 
"The Kennedy Case,” pt. 2, McCall's , June 1973, p. ’128.) 

72. Clark, or. clt . , v* 6, pp* 25, 30. 
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* 73 ^ Burl€l»*y. cl t > > v* 22, p* 95* 

74^ 0*Donn#»ll, o£. clt » * v* 7^ pm 452* 


V* 
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80 . Manchester, o£, c i t * . pp* 338-346 (PB). 

81 , Gurry, loc * clt * 

82. Ibid * 

Later, Secret Service Chief Howley explained to the 
Warren Commlsnlon, "Special /^nt Lawson, through Doctor 
Burkley, arran^^ed with Sheriff William Decker for the release 
of Pr-sldent Kennedy's body*" (James J. Howley, "Commission 
Exhibit Ko. 1026 . Secret S-rvlce memorandum, dated March 
19 , 1964, re 'Secret Service Report on the iissassln© tlon of 
President Kennedy,'" In Hearings , v. 18, p, 814, ) 

83* 18 U,S.C* 1114. Manchester, o^. clt * , p, 313 (PB)* 
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V* 20, p* 410, 
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23# 19647#" In Hearings , v. 17* P* 4?9* 
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92 * Hanch^st^r, o2* clt , . p, 205 (PB). 

93* Samuel Am Kinney, "Commission Exhibit No, 1024, 
/statement dat-^d Nov, 22, 19637*'" within lietter..." In 
Hearings , v. I 8 , p, 732 . 

George W* Hickey, Jr*. "Commission Fxhlblt No, 1024* 
•Activities of 3, A. George W* Hickey, Jr* from the time he 
arrived at Love Airfield* Dallas, Texas# Thursday, November 
21, 1963 * to the time he departed from the above Love Air- 
field, Friday, November 22* I 963 ^ated Nov, 30 * 19637** 
within Letter.,," in Hearings , v, 18* p. 763 * 

Notei According to a photograph, Kinney had help 
from a Dhllas Police Dept* officer In placing the top on the 
limousine (Jesse F, Curry JPK AssaSBlnation File , p# 36 *) 

94 , Joe L, Richards, "Price Fxhlblt No* 27, 'Activities 
of Joe Lewis Richards, orderly, on Nov. 22* I 963 , *" In 
Hearings . v, 21, p. 226, 

95* Shirley Randall, "Price Fxhlblt No* 22* 'Activities 
of Shirley Randall, aide on November 22* 1963#*" In Hear - 
ings , V, 21, p* 217 * 

96 , Ibid * 

97* "The Assassination*” Time, Nov* 29 * 1963# p* 24, 

96 * NeH Times . Nov. 23# 1963* p. 2, 
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on Nov. 22, I 963 * a network special with newsman Don Gardner* 

100* Bishop. £ 2 * clt . , p* 352* 

101. Robert A. Purler* "Testimony of Robert A. FTarler 
/dated May 13* 196^^#“ In Hgaylngs . v, 5# P* 71- 

102* Keilerman# on . clt* , v* 18# p* 726. 

Agents Kinney, Hickey and Howlett were enroute to the 
airport (George W# Hickey, Jr., op . clt * . v* 18, p, ?64i John 
J. Hewlett* "Commission Exhibit No, 1024. 'Statement dated 
Nov, 22# 19637 #* within Letter*,, in Hearings , v* 18* pp* 793’^ 
794 *), Hickey drove the llmouslne with Howlett next to him In 
the front seat; Kinney steered the follow-up car ( Ibid * ) * 

103- Commission fahlblt*-- No. 1974 . -PBI report dated Aug, 
11* 1964 at Eteillas, Tex. , of transcripts of Dallas police 
radio transmissions covering period of Nov, 22-24, I 963 (CD 
1420)*" In Hearings , v. 23# p. 919* 
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108, O'Donnell, od. ait * . v* 7, p. 451. 

109. . Jf*n, 6, 1964, p* 20. 
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: 110, Ibid . 

111, Jim 81 shop, "Th'* J>iy J.F.K, i_^l«d/* Indies horn* J >ur^ 
nal . Kov^rcb'^r 19^81 PP* IS^-^IS?* Ibis ndv*rtls«d on th* 
Tnngazln*^s cov^-r us **.,,T*lls L.B.J.’s *Story.'* 

112, Hugh Sld*yp A V^ry P'^rsonal Pr^sid^nay . pp* 30-31* 

113. Kn*b"l, 00, cit * . p. 28. 

114. Hsyo, o_o* clt . , p. 27, 

115. Int*rvl*w with J"ss» f* Curry. 

116, r>t*WRrt Alsopt “Johnson Tnk*s Ov«r: th« Untold 

Story," Saturday Post , F"b, 15, 1964, p. 18. 
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1964 . p. 48 (PB). 

Unknown to Johnson, K*nn*dy had all conversations 
topp'd during flight ( Hanchei^ter , 0£. alt . , p* 423 ( Po) ) . In 

1965, JohnsoTi only allow-'d l'anch*ster “,.,to r^-d an edited 
transcript /of th« flight tcp27 th« Jhit- Hous«." ( Ibid 1 

Whit* Indicated th« tape was in th* National Ar- 
chives (White, 00* cl t . . p. 20 (PB)), Th* archivist was im-* 
able to locate it In 19 67 (Hobart li. Jahmer, i^tt-r to Vin- 
cent J* Beiandrln, dated nov. 20, I96?)* Pierre 8n linger 

obtained a transcript from the i/hlte iiouse Communlca tlon 
Agency and Irxluded It in his papers nt the /irchives (Pierre 
Salinger. Letter to Vincent J, Balandrln . dat«d Dec. 26. 




^7i 


l ewcnrrh/Adni.s 


186 


120-0 (continued); 1967)- /'gain the hrclilvlst imabl* 
to locet" it (iiobert If. hahmer. Letter to Vluc«nt J, Balan- 
drla, dated Jan. 9, I968), A letter directed to the White 
House Coramimlcn tion Agency was answered by Col* James U* 
Cross, Armed Force b aide to Johnson, vrho said th- tapes wer* 
for "*,* official use only," and could not b* released 
U, Cross, Letter to Vincent J, f^alandrla, dated Jan. 2. 
1968). Crofis, who pllot"ci /llr Forc" 0n» for flv« y«ai'S, was 
Intf-r appolnt-'d by Jlohnson to b» «X"c\itlv» director of LBJ 
St?it" Purk In i>ton''V«ill, T»xas (Los >inf:"l-s Xing's. Jun«» 21. 
1973. Pt. 1-/1. p. 2). 


Xh-'n, a I'-ttar s»nt to tb» yirchiV"s In 1974 was 

. .r'«f''rr"d to^ohn F, K"nn"dy Library for r.ply." (Dnnl"! 
J. LfftLi-r to Fr'-d i^v/conb, dat"d D"c. 5 , 1974 ) , 

120-1 • OF UiivJ/iLD for John F. K'*nn»dy's iDur- 

d''r ll-23-^>3 approx. 1:35 am*" within ConialSHlon Exhibit 

lio. 2003, "llailas Folic* I>pt. fll" on InV-stltjatlon of th« 
assKHrilnation of tho ?r"Sld»nt (CD 8 lb, all paR«'s),‘’ In 
ti^arinns . v. 24, p. 232 . 

120-a. H»nry Wad«, "T«>stlnony of K*nry Wad- ^at-d Jun. 8 , 
19(547,*' In H.'trl"g-s . v. 5 , p. 218. 

120-b. Ibid . . pp. 218-219. 


Ilanoh''Ht*r stat-s Wad"'s "...,s»cond assistant, Wil- 
liam F. *3111* Alaxand-'r. or-' par "d to eharg- Oswald with mur- 
dering th" Pr"sld'’nt 'na part of an In-.-rnatlonal oomnunlst 
eonsplrv.cy.'" (iianch*iit«r, on. £it. , p. 287.) lil-xanri-r 
>i»nl-d this to Uad» (Wad«, 00. clt. , v. 5, p. 218. ) 

iih^rlff J.*^. D^ojr'.r f<»lt, "It is not .Innonc^lvabl* 
that th,* vihol" plot could hav- b'.nn hatch<»d ii"! ■‘‘ussla." 

(»la*'r G-rtz, bor""nt of wadn*ssf Th* F^' 0 .) 1 « vs. Jack itubv. 

rt \ ” ■ ■ — * * * 


I 2 O- 0 . Wad», 00, clt ., V. 5 , p. 219 . 
120-d. Ibid. 


jiocc^rd ing to t'ianch<*f!t''r, "...wh^n oar^foot iiand''rs 
h"ard of It Zlnt-rnatlDnal cwnspirscy chargj^ from th« Fjil 
h« phon«d t.ick KatZ"nbach /.-"puty /It torn/' y G*n-rai7, who 
b-rsuad/'d two n"mb/'rs of th- Vic/- Pr/>:!id"nt*s Unahlr. ton 
staff to h->v- th-lr T«xas contacts kill It." (Hanoh/'st-'r, 
ou. c^. , p. 287. ) 


D"*!! husk, "T/'stlnony of th/* iion. iJ-an iiusk 
orL%67 In ii/'arlnas . v. 
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1 

121. Johnson, Vnntng^ i^olnt ,, p. 18. 

122. iioV^rt ii. i^haw, ••Testimony of Lr. ;lob«rt ^>haw /dHt«d 

March 23f in h/^pritv^p . v. 6, p. 95 . 

ih-. iJh^w indicated thi?t, (5lv«n th-^ shnp*' of t.^!^ «n- 
tronc^ ^^ound on th^ back, th« b-;ll^t h.lt Connaily at a tan- 
g'^nt ( I> id . ) . 

123 * Th#H tjound on th« back of Connally*s right shoulder 
was 2 cm ( 0 . 78 **) from ^dg^ of th* should blad^, about 
nld-way from fold In th« armplt/a. In th« longest dla- 
3 #t^r, It vms 1.5 cm 10 . 5 ^ 5 **) In siz**/b. It was ^illptlcul 
in shap'^, *»lth a lon,^ and a short dlar.-^t-r, unlike a punc- 
ture wound /c. Dr. Gregory described It as **...sort of a 
linear w£und , p-Thnns thre/^-quart'^rs of an Inch In length 
/1. 92 cm/ with a rounded central portion** /d . 

a. Hobert H. i^hav/, “CoiTTnl .slon Txf.lblt Mo. 392 . 
•Parkland Memorial KospltRl Operative ii^^cord /dated Mov. 22 , 
1 Q 6 J[/, • vilthln Medical reports...** In liestrlntrs . v. 17. 

p. 16 . 

• 00. clt . . V. 6, p. 85. 

• "Testimony of Dr. liobert Uoeder Shaw 

/dated nprll 21, 196 ^, " In Henrlng;; , v. 4, p. 104. 

Connaily, 00. clt . , v. 4 , p. I36. 
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123. (Continued). 

•b. Shaw, clt . , v. 6 , PP» 85# 86 ;^pp. 104 , 107 . 
Mote: Shaw originally said it was 3 cm ( 1 . 17 **) lor 4 g)(v. 17 # 

p. 16), but later Indicated. **The skin surrounding the 
wound was removed. . .enlarging the Incision, to approximately 
3 cm. . .*• (v. 6, p. 88) . 

c. Ibid . . V. 6. pp. 85, 95 ; V. 4 , pp, 104 . 107 - 108 . 

d. Charle£ F. Gregory, "Testimony of Dr. Charles 

Francis Gregory /dated March 23. 19647 »" Hearlr^s . v. 6, 

P* 97 . 

124 . The bullet hit the middle of the fifth rib and fol- 
lowed Its downward slant, /a While Connaily was seated, 
during testimony before the Warren Comnlsslon, Dr. Shaw 
used calipers and found the angle from back-to-front to be 
25-27 degrees, /b 

a. Shaw, o£. clt . . v. 6, pp. 85, 865 v, 4 , p. 112 . 

b. Connaily, 0£. clt . , v, 4 , pp. 137 # 138 • 

125. Shaw claimed that he saw no metal In the chest dur- 
ing surgery or on x-rays, /a Dr. Shires, however, dis- 
agreed. He stated, ** . ^. from^postoperative X-rays, there Is 
a small fragment remaining /in the ches^. ..** /b 

a. Shaw, o£. clt . , v. 4 , p, I05. 

George T. Shires, "Testimony of Dr. George T. 
Shires /dated March 23 # 196 ^," in Hearings , v. 6, p. Ill, 

126 « The wound in Connally*s chest was 2 " ( 5*12 cm) below 
and 2 " to the left of his right nipple, /a Its size was 
given as from If** ( 3*84 cm) /b to 5 cm ( 1 . 95 **) dla- 

It appeared to be ragged, and round, or oval In 


Shaw, 0£. clt . . V. 6, p. 85 ; v. 4 , p. I37, 
Gregory, 0£. cl^. , v. 6, p. 97. 

Connaily, 0£. clt . . v. 4 , p. 136. 

Gregory, o£. clt . . v. 6, p. 97 . 

Shaw, o£. clt . . V. 17, p. 16; V. 6, p. 85 ; v. 4 , , 
Ibid . , V. 17 , p. 16; V. 6 , pp. 85, 87 ; v. 4 , p. 


meter, /c 
shape, /d 

a. 


b. 

c . 

p. 137. 

d. 

137. 
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127. Dr. Gregory felt that the damage ubb due to "•••an 
irregular nlsslle^ • •one that has been distorted (Gregory* 

££• Pit , * 4* 124. )• Purthernore* very little energy 

was spent in creating the wound • ( Ibid . , 4, pp^ 128-129)^ 

128. The vfound on the back of Connally's forearm was 
slightly toward the thumb side from the middle^ /a Connally 
placed it "•••an inch /2.56 cm/ above the wrist bone^^." 

/b Dr^ Gregory placed it from li"-2" (3*8^-5*12 cm) to 
5 cm (1.95") above the i^rist^ ^ In size* the wound was 
2 cm (0.78") to 0^5 by 2.5 cm (0.195 x 0.975-) long^ /d 

It appeared ragged, oblique, and linear, with gapping at its 
upper part^ 

a. Charles ?. Gregory, "Commission Fxhi,bit No. 392. 
•Parkland Memorial Hospital Operative Record /dated Nov^ 

22, 196j 7** within Medical reports..." in Hearings , v, 17, 
p. 18. 

Gregory, 0 £. cit . . v. 6, pp. 97 - 98 . 

. Testimony of Dr. Charles Francis Gregory 
/dated April 21, 19647»“ Hearings , v. 4, p, 118. 

Shaw, 0 £. cit . • V. 6 , pV 89 ; v. 4, p, IO 8 . 

b. Connally, o£. cit . , v, 4, p. 135« 

c. Gregory, o£. cit . . v. 6, pp. 97-98; v. 4, pp. 118, 

120 . 

d. ^bi^. , V. 17 1 P* 18 * V, 6, p. 97; V* 4, p, 124, 

e. Ibid .. V. 6, p. 97; v. 17, p. 18; v. 4* p. 124. 

Shaw, op . cit . . V. 4, p. 108. 

129 Both cloth and metal were in the wound, /a Dr. 

Gregory said that 2-3 metal fragments were removed, /b They 
were flake-like, ranging from 0,5-2 mm (0.002-0.08") in dia- 
meter, and weighing in mlCTOgrams. /c They were sliver or 
lead in color, not copper or brass, /d 

a. Gregory 17t p. 18^ op . cit.J 

Shaw, o£. cit . . V. 6, p. 95« 

b. Gregory, ob. cit . . v. 6, p. 98 . 

c. Ibid . . V. 4, p. 120. 

d. Ibid . . V. 4, p. 122. Note: the planted, scenario 

bullets were full copper- Jacketed^ AccoRO^A/^TD B I tAg> ;^€pORT 

Comnissiop Docviip^nt Vo. p. I 63 ; ' 

130 . The location of the two foreorm wounds indicated a 
slanting course for the bullet. (Gregory, o£. cit . . v. 4, 
p. 120 ) 

131 On the palm side of the forearm, the viound was at the 
center of the wrist, /a Connally felt it v;as 0.?5-l" (1.92 - 
2.56 cm) from the edge of his palm, /b Dr. Gregory located 
it 1 . 52 - 2 cm ( 0 . 585 - 0 . 78 -) from the large, heavy crease at 
the ifrlst, end in a skin crease, /c Dr. Gregory, In his 
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131 . (Continued), testimony, gave three different dimensions 
for the wound: 0.5 cm ( 0 . 195 ). /d 1.0 cm ( 0 . 39 "), /^ and 
1.5 cm ( 5 * 85 -). /f It appeared to be a small tear, running 
crosswise, without gapping, /g 

a. Gregory, o£. cit., v. I 7 . p. 18; v. 4, p. 118. 
Connally, o£. cit . , v. 4, p, 135. 

b. Connally, loo , cit . 


c. Gregory, o£. cit . . v. I 7 , 
V. 4, pp. 118, 120 , 123 . 


d. 

Ibid., 

V. 

4, 

p. 124. 

e. 

Ibid., 

V. 

6. 

P. 98. 

f. 

Ibid.. 

V. 


P. 123. 

g* 

Ibid., 

V. 

6, 

p. 98; V. 4, 


p. 18; V. 6, p. 98 ; 


pp. 123 . 124. 


132 . The thigh wound was 5-6" (12.8-15 . 38 cm) above the 
knee, /a Connally believed it was from 0.25-0.33" (0.64- 
0.846 cm) wide, /b The doctors estimated its size at 6 mm 
(0.24") to 1 cm (O. 39 -) • /c In shape. Dr. Gregory felt it 
was "...almost round..." JA to "...rounded..." /e Dr. Bhaw 
noted it as "...the slit In the skin..." /f It appeared to 
be a puncture woimd. /g^ 

A bullet fragment, which was not removed, was found 
against the thigh bone, /h Estimates gave its size from 
0.5 X 2 mm ( 0.02 x 0.08")^ to 1 x 2 mm (0.04 x 0 . 08 "). /.I 
and weight of about 0.1 grain, /k 


Given the fact that the wound was larger than the 
fragment, /I the doctors believed that the wound was tan- 
gential. /m 


said that his knees might have 

been A -1 higher in the limousine Jump seat than they would 
be sitting in a chair, /n 


nor 8 / am a small fragment of metal." ^ Ke gave this to 
Miss Audrey Eell, who. In turn, gave It to Highway Patrol- 
man Bobby K. Nolan. ^ Nolan turned It over to Capt. Will 
mtz of the Dallas Police Dept, at 7:50 p.m. . on Nov. 22 , 
^963. ^ FBI agent Vincent F, Drain obtained It from Fritz 
and brought It to the FBI laboratory on Nov. 23, I 963 . /r 
The fragment, ^ a piece of lead which weighed 0.5 grains, 
lacked ...ary physical characteristics which would pemlt 
stating whether or not It actually originated from a bullet.' 


^ postoperative x-ray of Connally's thigh on Nov. 29, 
1903 . showed the presence of the small fragment, /u A 
pltal administrator maasured tha fragment as between 1.3 
1.5 nim wide and 2-3.5 mm long, /v 
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Chapter 6. B^th^sda 

1 

body was aboard and Johnson had b^<»n sworn- In as 
Pr-sld#>nt wh-n th^ Presidential plane left Dal^s for 
Andrews ^Ir Porce Base In Washington, D.C, 

But the Parkland doctors press conference, which was 
heard on the plane, compelled the plotters to make certain 
decisions. The doctors talked of entrance wounds In the 
throat and temple. Therefore, the body had to be altered to 
disprove that, airf the assassin's bullets had to be removed. 
Details had to be considered regarding the clothing, films, 
8Tid o^kIIcsI documents* 

A Naval hospital would offer the best control, given 
that Burkley was Navy and also held the high rank of Rear 
Admiral. Under the guise of the need for an autopsy, Burkley 
spoke to Mrs. Kennedy. He said, "It's going to be necessary 
to take the President to a hospital. . .the doctors must re- 
move the bullet." He persuaded her to have the body taken 
to Bethesda Naval Hospital. Relnforcem-nt of the Bethesda 
plan was supplied by Capt. R.O. Canada, Jr., ...had 

once been George Burkley* s shipmate," as well as ^-yndon 
k 

Johnson* s doctor. 
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Canada was the commanding officer of Bethesda and had an am- 
bulance sent to Andrews Air Force base for the body.^ 

The necessary alterations on the body would produce an 
unwanted side effects disfigurement of the face. This 
would later require control of the autopsy pictures » but a 
wore immediate step could be taken. At 301 p.m. » C8T» dur- 
ing the flight, NBC announced that the "casket will be 

6 

closed at the funeral.* The Kennedy family did not de- 
cide on^a closed casket \mtil the next day when they saw the 
7 ^ 

body. Three hours of work by a cosmetician could only 

8 * 

produce a face that looked like that of a wax dummy. 

Johnson wanted Hrs. Kennedy to change her bloodstained 
clothes because an immaculate appearance by her. in a photo- 
graph of his swearing-in could soften the public's memory cf 

9 ' 10 

Him St. Burkley, now Johnson's physician, tried to 

’ll 

persiLade her. She refused, *No. I want them to see what 
12 

they'Te done.* 

Mrs. Kennedy sat with Presidential Assistant Kenneth P. 

O'Donnell in the rear of the plane with the casket. 

O'Donnell, familiar with those now in control of the White 

House, exclaimed, "They did it. I always knew they'd do it. 

You couldn't expect anything else from then. They finally 

13 

made it." 

After the plane landed, Johnson wanted to leave the 
plane with the casket and Mrs. Kennedy, but Kennedy aides 
blocked his way. He was forced to wait and use another 
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14 

exlt» 

As Johnson left the plane » the first hand ho shook at 

the bottom of the plane ramp was that of James J» Rowley . 

Chief of the Secret Semco* Rowley motioned him over to a 

battery of microphones where Johnson made his first public 

15 

address as President. The Johnson party then left by 

helicopter to physically occupy the exectitive offices of the 

16 

White House* 

The Attorney General, Robert ?* Kennedy, had sent 

orders to an am of the Justice Dept., the FBI* Around 

5i55 p.m*, agents Slbert and O'Heill of the Hyattsville, 

Maryland * field office were contacted* They were told to 

*. * *accompany the body to the Hational Haval Medical Center, 

Bethesda, Maryland, to stay with the body and to obtain bul- 

*17 

lets reportedly In the President's body** 

The casket was lowered from the Presidential plane and 

placed in a Naval ambulance. At 6s 10 p.m*, FST, it left 

18 

Andrews In a motorcade for Bethesda* 

FBI agents Blbert and O'Neill contacted Chief Rowley at 

19 

Andrews and told him of their orders* Rowley had the two 

ride In the third car of the motorcade with other Kennedy 
20 

loyalists* 

Mrs* Kennedy was In the rear of the ambulance. During 

the ride to Bethesda, she told the Attorney General, in the 

pr^Bmnce of an Air Force aide, *...the full horror of 
21 

Dallas,* 
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At 6t55 P*ra. , 45 minutes later, th-* motorcade arrived 
22 

at Bethesda. 

Alterations. 

The President had b^^-^n shot twice* The first shot 
entered his throat, graced vertebrae Just below the 
base of the neck, and lodged In the body* The second shot 
entered In the hairline of his left temple and exited from 
the right, rear side* 

Bullets In the head and lower neck were located and re** 
mov*d* A planted bullet "found" at Parkland would be used 
to explain the absence of bullets In the body* 

The task before the plot term was to make "entrance" 
wounds on the back of the body, and to change the actual 
entrance wounds at the front to those of "exit." A false 
"entranc#!* wound was made at the base of the skull and an-^ 
other In the upp«r back. The actual entrance wound In the 
throat was originally to be non-existent; later It was 
transformed Into an "exit" wound for the back. The actual 
entrance wound In the left temple was enlarged to become 
non-existent - the bull«t hole was cut out* And the actual 
exit wound on the right, side of the head was enlarged 

to confuse the autopsy doctors at Bethesda* 

23 

The body arrived at Bethesda at 6 s 55 p.m. After 40 

24 

minutes. It reached the autopsy room. Signs of altera- 
tion were present* 

After the alt“ratlons had be&n done, the original wrap- 
pings about the body were not replaced. At Parkland, four 
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wrapped around head due to the large amount 

25 

of ble^^dlng. At Bethesda. "•*.the head area contained an 

Z6 

additional wrapping..," It was also obvious that there 

had been . •ourg'^ry . . * In the top of the skull t* when the 

27 

FBI saw the head (Fig. $-1 ) * Consequently, "...portions 

of th. skull... OBCW* apart In our B«th<»sda doctors^ 

4 20 ^ 

hands very enally..." Furthermore, the President's brain 

wmm quite easily rMoved without recourse to cranial 

29 

surgery, because the top of the skull had been reaoved 
prior to autopay (Pli. 6 -^). Ihere was brulatog above the 

30 

right eye. let KelXerman testified that the President 

had no visible injuries on his face at Parkland Hospital: 

31 ' 

"He was clear." The drawing of the President's face pre- 
pared according to the Betheada doctors' Instructions Indi- 

' . 32 

cates damage to the right eye (Pig. 6-5^. 

Throat. 

By oowparlng the wound's appearance at Parkland with its 
appearance at Bethesda. the alteration becomes obvious. 

Instead of a cut of a few millimeters across the neck 
wound as done by Dr. Perry at Parkland Hospital, "...a 6.5 
cm / 2.5 Inche^ long transverse wound with widely gaping Ir- 

53 ^ 

regular edges" was displayed at Bethesda (Fig. 6-2). 

CiBdr. Jam^s J. Hum-* 3 , one of the three physicians who per- 
formed the autopsy, later testified that the length of the 
cut as seen at Bethesda was "...sone 7 or Q cm /2. 7-3*1 inched . 





The Prc'Sident’s body v'as removed from tlie casket in vJhich it 
had transported and was placed on the autopsy table ^ at 

v;hlch time the coii^picte body was vu'^apped In a shast and the 
hea.d area contalnr.'d an additional wrapping which was saturated 
v,»lth blood. Follovring the removal of the wrapping j It v:as 
aocertained that the President's clothing had been romeved 
and it v;aa also apparent that a tracheotomy had been performed, 
aa well as surge of the head area, namely, in the top of 
the sloill. All personnel with the exception of medical 
officers needed In the taking of photographs and X-Eays v/ere 
requested to leave the autopsy room and remain an adjacent 
room. 



I, SAs FP.AUCIS X. 0'Ifr:iLL, JR.; 
JAMHd VJ. SIBERT : afi 


TOT 


. Dato dictated 


U/2&/63 


Tht. docwiin^nl contain, r.coimiii.nclaUana not cone lu. Iona o( tho FDl* It (■ th. prop.Mf .1 Iha TtlJ cni( t« Jiui*.. 

vo^r aq.ncy; it onij ii. contcnla ora not lo ba 4ti:trlbut.cl out.fi). ^oor oqoncy. 

Fig. 6-1 

FDI report, by ttfo at;cnts v;ho were assicnod to attend the autopsy, 
notes that sui’~cry v;ao porioixied ou the 1 resident's head prior to the 
beginning oi' the autopsy. 




Parkland 



Fig, 6-2. Drawings of the throat as It appeared at Park- 
land and as It appeared at Betheeda, 
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At Parkland* aft**r tha tracheotomy , th* gunshot wound 

35 

waa still recognizable In the neck. At Bethesda, all 

3o 

that Mas apparent was that a trachaotony had ba-n mad a. 

Hujnaa said that *hat ha saw was "...no longer at all obvious 
as a mlaslla wound. Burklay. who was praa«nf at tha 
Bathasda autopsy and Itnw bat^t-r, said nothing to assist 
Hum-8, Apparently because he considered the Parkland 

doctors "...Incompetent to discuss the wounds. . .Burk ley 
could not discuss the President's wounds with competence at 

39 

the Bethesda autopsy.** 

Humes phoned Dr. Perry at Parkland the next day and 

learned at that time that a bullet wound did exist In the 

neck.^ Alteration had rendered the wound ambiguous. As 

seen in 1968. Its description from autopsy photographs 

failed to describe It directly as a bullet wound. It was 

referred to as "...the upp-r half of the circumference of a 

Circular cutaneous wound..,;* the Incision obscured the 
1*1 

low^r half. 

Whlla Lt. Col. Pl^rr© A. Flncki onm of tha^autopay 
physicians, was told not to dissect the throat. a micro- 
scopic exam.lnatlon was made of tissue taken from the neck 
wound According to Cmdr. J. Thornton Boswell, the third 
autopsy physician. It revealed "...foreign substances such 
as fiber particles." Only a bullet that struck the Pres- 

ident In the front of the neck would carry them Into the 
throat. 

What of the frothing blood and the possibility of a 
wound in the chest? Humes found a bruise on the top of the 
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lining of thi* Gh'^st cavity, and ona Iranad lately b*loif It in 
th^ lining at th® top of th^^ right lung. In i 960 , it was 

found that whlla **,,, X-ray films show no bony damage In tha 

i*6' 

thorax or n#»ck,** at tha top of tha right lung "**• 
several small m#*talllc fragm**nts , , , " An i*arly naw3pap<»r 
report claimed, "...thi* first bull^^t lodged in K«nn^*dy*s 
lung.* Dr. John K* Lattlm^r, a physician who vl#*Wf?d 

th^ autopsy plcturi»s in 1972, b#»llav#»d that the bullet could 

49 

have grazed vertebrae Just bf^low the base of the neck. 

A complete dissection, which Dr. Flnck was denied, would 

50 

hAve shoim "...the precise path of the bull«t. 

Th^re w*re efforts to keep the throat wound n6ii"-exls- 
tent. On Nov, 22* 1963. some of the national press assumed 
that the President was shot once, in-and-out of the head. 

Kellprman sougJj^t to convince the FBI agents and doctors 
present at the autopsy that the President was not struck by 
a bull^'t in the throat because he could speak. He told the 
FBI that aft*»r the first shot, the President exclaimed, "Get 

51 

me to a hospital." The bulli»t that hla throat and 

punctured his windpipe would hav^» rendered the President 

. 52 ^ 

8pe#*chlesa. To support his point, KellArman told the 

FBI that aft'^r th® first shot, he looked back and "...ob- 
served President Kennedy with his left hand in back of him 
appearing to be reaching to a point on his right shoulder, 
reacting to a shot in the back. No witness or film indicates suet 
a reaction, » 


The day after the aaBasslnatlon, Burkley, on the back 
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nf D»nth," did not m^'Otlon tha throat 
of a "Cartlflcatft of D-xitn, 

. .action 20 . -O«»»or, of F.o« “ 

wound und^r section -cu. 

D-ath (FlS*^ 3 ^ „ * a Pi»rry the throat 

But h- causa Kuiaes had contacted 

\n not he suppressed. On 23 rd. ABC re- 
wound cou eficlally admitted! 

1 . a that the wound was being offlclnlly aom 

** officially In Wwahlngton 

It has been announced shot twice 

that Ona of tha ^“^l-ta 

throash tl>. 4 t lma« daflnltaW about 

The Altered Head Wound. 

li _9 rm ( 1 . 5 - 2.7 inches) of skull 
At Parkland, between i*-? cm tl 5 

/oen^way by the shooting. In circular 
and scalp were Atom away oy 

Shape, mainly In the right rearward side. 

HU... .tat.a. •Thl. «.und n-a.ur.a 

„t.r. B lnoh.s 7 « sr-at-at 41 a..»r» 

Hhan HU..S flr.t tb. UOUhO. » •— “» 

, . .bull «>, t«0 rei .H-"M !»•—"» 

any scalp or skull... 

the autopsy rejxjrted that there had been ^ 

tb. top o, bh. .bull.-’',, .» f””; ";.b .1 

- ™«v.d - Boswell's chart (Pig-** 

skull part was remov d. 

„e *-he‘ skull as “missing. 

..... ta indloat. a lare- ar.a or th- .bull 

Th. .bull ua. alao oonsW-rably rracturad. 


John FitPig^r^M Komiccly 


Pujaidci-.t Juhn Fitsgc^r^Od Kennedy ^ M'hUe riding in the motorcade in Dallas, Texas, 
OH ?^2, 19o3, and at oppioxiinatcly 12:30 p, m., was struck in the head by 

an aaaas sill's bullet and n second wound occurred In tlic posterior back at about the 
Jovel of the third thoracic vertebra. The wound wan shattering in typo causing & 
fragmentation oX the skull and evulsion of three particles of the skuU at time of the 
impact, with resulting maceration of the right hemisphere of the brain. The 
President was rushed to parkland Memorial Hospital, and was immediately under 
the care of a team of physicians at the hospital under the direction of a neurosurgeon, 
Kemp Clark, I arrived at the hospital approximately five minutes after the 
President i'nd immediatc-ly went to the emergency room. It was evident that the 
wound was of such severity^ that it was bound to be fatal. Breathing was noted-at 
the time of arrival al the hospital by several members of the Secret. Service, 
Emergency measures v/erc employed immediately including intravenous fluid and 
blood. The President was pronounced dead at ItQO p. m. by Dr, Clark and was 
verified by me. 


t4. t* 


To the V/hite House, V/asIungton, D. C. 



DATf ikltiVlO 




COPY 


Fig, 6^5 Back of "Certificate of Death," signed bj 

Berkley, shoKlng section 20, "SuiniDary of Phots 
Helatlng to Death" and no Mention of throat 
wound* 


i 


SKULL. TOP VIEW DRAWN BY CMDR. BOSWELL plg. 6-4 AUTHOR'S INTERPRETATION OF BOSWELL'S SKETCH 





Npwconb/Adaras 


205 


If a haT-m-r and chlsal were used as Instruments to en- 
large the area and to remove pieces of skull to make the 
wound ambiguous, the alteration succeeded. Such tools "... 

59 ” 

nay create fracture lines..." to confuse the damage. 

Fracture lines radiated from the top of the tfound and 
from the rear of the skull. These lines varied In both di- 
rection and length, the longest being about 19 cm (7.4 
60 

Inches) • 

Hum»s notftd In I963 that skull fragments varied "••ain 
size from a few millimeters to 10 cm. /J.9 Inche^J In 
greatest diameter. Seen in I968. fragmentation ex- 

62 

tended from the front to the rear of the skull. Looking 
down on the skull, fragmentation went 25 mm (1 Inch) across 
the mid-top of the skull to the right and left.^^ 

Consequently, portions of the skull about the wound not 


I 




1 


I 


I 


I 



Fig, 6-5 Drawing of the skull showing altered wound on 
the right rearward side. 
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only were easily removed* but also ",,,came apart in our 

/the Bethesda doctors/7 hands very easily,. 

At mid-section, th^^male brain measures from 15^17 cm 

(5-8-6, 6 Inehee) In diameter,- damage to the right cerebral 

hemisphere of the President's brain **,. .corresponded roughly 

In size with the greatest diameter of the defect In the 

scalp measuring some 13 cm* ZS inohes/.^* 

Fxamlnatlon of the brain disclosed a tear running from 

67 -‘ 

front- to-back in the right hemisphere, Humes testified 
In 1964, **The margins of this laceration at all points were 
Jagged and irregular, with additional lacerations extending 
In varying directions and for varying distances from the 
main laceration,'* A panel of doctors In I968 observed 
that the roof of the tear was absent as were most of the 

69. 

portions of the brain that once covered it. Was matter 

also removed from the right cerebral hemisphere not only to 

make the wound ambiguous, but also to attempt to find pieces 

of metal? The 1968 Panel noted that there remains In the 

brain **,..a gray brown rectangular structure,,.* I3 x 20 mm 

70 ' 

(0,5 0.8Jp, of unknown Identity, 

Remaining identifiable damage to the brain gives a plo- 
ture of the bullet's probable path (Pig. 6-6), In technical 
terms, the falx cerebri, which separated the two cerebral 
hemispheres, was "...extensively lacerated with disruption 


of the superior saggital sinus. 




Dr, Boswell, one of the 


1 



Fig, 6-5 Drawing of head with parte of brain denoted 
illuetratlng prbbable path of the bullet. 


/ 
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autopsy physicians* noted that th* falx cerebri was **•*• 

loose from the saggltal sinus from the coronal suture 
72 

back." From front to back, the corpus callosum was 

73 

torn. In addition, th-^re was “*.,a longitudinal lacera- 

tion of the mid -brain through th* floor of the third ventri- 
cle Just behind the optic chiasm and the mammillary bod- 
74' 

les* The flocculus cerebri and padunolo were also 

75 

tom* 

X-rays showed a line of bullet fragments extending from 

76 

"***just above the right eye.**" to the rear of the skull* 

The fragments were "dust like," most less than 1 mm (0*04 

77 

inches). Dr* Cyril H* Wecht, a pathologist who Inspected 

the autopsy materials in 1972, noted, "*.*neutron activation 

analysis - a test that waa not performed - would enable us 

to match fragments of infinitesimal size with a known object* 

J-hls could be done with the bullet., .and the fragments still 
78 

In the Archives*" 

Two fragments, one 7 x 2 nm (0,08 x 0,26 Inches), the 

other 3 X 1 ram (0.12 x 0.04 inches), were found above the 

79 

right eye and sotnevrhat behind the right frontal sinus* 

What of the point of entry In the skull? As earlier 
noted* Parkland doctors saw a wound in the l#*ft temple* 

At Bethesda, Boswell made a revealing chart (Fig* 6-4 ) 
of the top of the skull during the autopsy. Note the rec- 
tangular configuration on the upp^r left aide marked by a 
sawtoothed line and the dimension "3 cm /T. 1 Inche^. " 

This could Indicate that two purposes w^re served* One 
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would hav^ b^#n to «nlarg^ th^ entrance wound In th« l#*ft 
t^mpl^ to r^*cov^r thf* bullet. Fnlargem^nt could hav<» tak«n 
plac« in oth^r ar^as of th« skull for th^ same* ri^ason* Sec- 
ond » <*nlargr*m»»nt of th^ ^ntranca wound In th# l^ft temple 
would ha VI* accompli shad tha sam^ result as did anlargamant 
of tha throat wound* nada it non-axistant» 

Tha half-moon shapad figura at thi* lowar laft may hava 
baan Boswall’s attampt to plot tha trajectory as saan from 
tha laft sida. 

The haad on Boswall’s skatch of tha body (Pig. 6-8 (a)) 
shows a trajectory lina and arrow distinctly slanting to tha 
laft toward tha left tampla - pointing to tha sama mark ha 
nada on his chart of tha skull. 

Tha l^na of vision from in front of tha limouslna (Pig. 

) shows a claar view of tha Presldant*s left tampla. 

The combined picture of tha wound pattern to tha skull 
indicates that tha bullet entered above the left forehead, 
and in front of tha coronal suture, and exited from tha 
right, rear side. 

Piacas. 

According to Humes, "...the size of the large defect in 

the skull was so great and tha fragmentation was so complex 

that it was Impossible to accurately pinpoint tha exit of 

80 ’ 

tha missile in the head wound." 

81 

Around 11 p.ra., Humes was presented with three 
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pieces of bone by the Secr-t Seirvice. This was late into 

the autopsy because Humes noted that it andckl at approxi- 

83 

mataly 11 p.n. One of the three pieces* 10 x 6.5 cm (4 x 

2.5 inches) in size "...had been removed from tha President's 
84 

skull." One corner of it showed tiny metal particles and 

85 

"...a chipping of tha top portion..." At one place on 

tha bona, Humes thought there existed "...a roughly circular 

wound of exit... the diameter. .. to be between 2.5 and 3 

^0.9-l*l inche^, “ Boswell felt that because an edge fit 

tha existing skull, it could be placed "...at tha vary crown 

87 

of tha President's haad on tha midlina." 

In short, it appears that a piece of skull was removed 
and than chipped to create an "exit" wound. Removing that 
piece occasioned ^further fragmentation of the skull. 
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Th» souroft of this pl»Cf* was Burkl(*y and th^ Spor#^t 

Ag#*nt Klnn**y of thp Sf*crf?t S»^rvlc<% alli^g^dly 

notlOf»d th^ bon* In th#* llmoualn* aC th* Whlt« House garage 

80* 

late in th* evening, a little after 9 Kinney told 

ag*nt Boring about the piece *,*#on the floor of the rear of 

^ 89* 

the car n«ar the • jump* seatt." Paul Paternl , Deputy Chief 

of the Secret Servloe* and Boring, Ment to Burkley. Then, 

two members of Burkley* a office accompanied them back to the 

garage. Around 10 p.m.* "...a three-inch triangular section 

90 

of skull* Mas found. Th* FBI did not examine the 11m- 

91 

ousine until around 2 a.m# , the next dp»y, November 23 rd. 

After pieces of skull were removed from the wound In a 
clandestine operation out of sight of the autopsy doctors, 
they were secured and altered* As the FBI noted at the au- 
topsy, when the body was unwrapped* there had been^urg*ry 

92 * 

**«in th* top of the skull." 

But, even with the three fragments of bone, about one 

93 

quarter of the skull wound was still missing. Some other 
pieces were located. 

On Nov. 23, 1963 , the day after the assassination, a 
student found a piece of bone “...approximately 25 feet 
south of the site where President Kennedy was assassina- 

9 U 

ted.“ He took it to his uncle who gave it to the Chief 

95 

Pathologist at the Kethodlst Hospital In Dallas* The 
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Pathologist told the FBI, "... th* bon* specimen looked Ilk* 

96 

It CHine from th* occipital region of th* skull." This 

piece, from the back of the head, was further evidence of a 
r*ar exit wound resulting from a shot from the front. 

Although the size of that piece was not m'^ntloned in 
FBI reports* the FBI laboratory examined it on November 

97 

26 th. They reported It contained no bullet partlclea. 

1 98 

The next day, this piece was brought to Burkley* There 

the trail ends* It was offered neither to the autopsy phy- 
sicians nor to the Commission, The fbI report is still 
99 

classified, 

Humes* supplemental report on the autopsy, presented 

lod' 

Dec, 6 , 1963 , did not mention this plec* of bone. Burk- 
ley not only withheld the piece from examination by 
but apparently also retained iti no record of Its disposal 
exists* 

A deputy sheriff found a "firecracker" sized fragment 

on the pavement, 8-12 Inches from the south curb of Pint 

101 102 ^ 

St. He turned it over to the Secret Service. The 

precise location and characteristics of the bone were never 

determined. 

A postal Inspector picked up a piece of skull from the 
Flm 3t, pavement. He said it was as "*,,blg as the end of 

103 

my fin/».er,*," Furthermore, it was one of many: "... 

there was^ Just pieces of skull and bone and corruption all 

104 105 

over the place**," He later discarded It. 
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Raar Haad Wound* 


A 15 X 6 mm (0*5 x 0*2 Inchas) wound axlstad at tha 

106 

baaa of tha Pirasidant^s haad on tha right* It was first 
looatad about 2*5 cm (0*9 inchas) ”***to tha right and 
slightly abova tha axt«»mal occipital protubaranca (Pig* 

• 107. 

64i^)* Parkland doctors wara qu^stionad as to whathar they 

106 

had saan this small hola^ nona had* Parkland nursas who 

109 

praparad tha body had not sa^n it* 

Than a panal of doctors in I 968 who viawad th^ autopsy 
photographs plaoad it 10 cm ( 3*9 inchas) abova tha axtarnal 

11b 

occipital protubaranca* Purth^rmora, thay found that 

this wound on tha scalp oorraspondad with a hole in the 

skull whar»» close to tha daprassad lower edge, a largat 

round metallic fragment was conveniently embedded, the 

same bullet size as tha scenario rifle* 

Why were Humas, tha I 968 Shnal, and those who saw the 

autopsy pictures in 1972 unable to agree on a simple maa- 

suramant of whar^ tha bullet hole was on tha back of the 

skull? Thay disagree by four inches* HumeB claimed that 

the high maasuram^nt was due to lifting th* scalp to photo- 
112 ' 

graph tha wound* Dr* Cyril Wacht, a pathologist who saw 
tha pictures in 1972 , observed, ****tha scalp is rather 

113 

tight to tha underlying bona in that area***" Purthar- 
mora, ha stated, "*** there Just isn*t that kind of open 
space /four inches/ between tha scalp and tha basa..*"^^^ 
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Back of Skull 


Pig. 6-7. Drawing showing back of skull and location of 
external occipital protuberance together with 
sites of both rear head wounds* 
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Did thf*y all th* samt^ pictur^*s7 Was the 

th^ skull tampered wl th ^NNMMflVMOTMwVMwpii and a 6*5 


ran bullet fragm**nt placed In there to conform with the 
scenario? 

Did they all see the same body? 

This wound appears to have been manufactured to provide 
an "entrance'* wound art the back of the skull for the en- 
larged exit wound at the side of the skull* As*4aMlMii^ 
made* It was Inconsistent with a rifle shot, fired high 
nbove and from behind the President* It was too low. given 
the forward Inclination of the President's head when he was 
fatally shot# 

There Is an explanation for this if we assume the fol- 
lowing# By the time the error was discovered, the body was 
interred. Therefore, the photographs of the original false 
wound were replaced# i^nother body was prepared with the 
revised false wound and photographed# Because the photo- 
graphs did not show the face or other prominent points of 
Identif Ication, such a substitution of both body and pic- 
tures could be made. 

Such photographs could be used as persuasion to con- 
vince some of the validity of the wound# For example, ac- 
cording to a Commission lawyer* "X saw one picture taken at 

115 

the autopsy, which was not technically authenticated#" 

He carefully stated, "It showed the back of a body with a 
116 

bullet hole..." 
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Back Wound# 

The throat wound was to have haf*n non-existent because 
It would have indicated a shot fired from in front of the 
President. As noted, Burkley^s "Certificate of D^ath" (Flg#6-5) 
th-* President falls to mention the throat wound* 

Therefore, an attempt was made to obliterate the throat 
wound * 8 charac t“r as a bullet wound by enlarging and dis- 
torting the small tracheotomy cut to a large "...wound with 
widely gaping Irregular edges." Second, to make it appear 
that a shot had hit the President from the rear, a false ch'/raJ'Vcdj 
wound was made in his back# 

But the throat wound could not be suppressed* Parkland 
doctors had^ talked abo^ut It at a press conference on the day 
of the assassination. The day after. Humes had phoned Perry 
at Parkland and learned that there was a bull'^t wound In the 
throat# 

Aa a roBult, ths baeic wound waa moved up In order to malce 
the entranoe wound In the throat appear aa an "exit" wound. 

According to the two PBI agents pr-sent at the autopsy. 

Humes found "...an opening which appeared to be a bullet 

hole which was below the shoulders and two Inches to the 

117 

right of the middle line of the spinal column." jhe 

back wound, according to Burkley, was "...at about the level 
of the third thoracic vertebra {Plg.6-4; see also Plg.6-ft),- 
Hunes* assistant. Boswell, marked the hole on a body chart 





(A> Tr»eio|c of Cowlr* Sosw«ll*« »ftd* 

St s^topsy showing position of tiols 



(B) Back hole as shown in FBI photographs 
Of Brasident^s coat (FBI Ex, Ho, SB) 



(C> Hottest drawing based on Ada, Borkley's 
Slof, J3rd description of location of 
l»ack wooed. 


fl>) CowaissloTi Exhibit 386 made by Havy 

artist March IB6-1, Commission accepted 
this positioning of hack wound. 


Fi'Cr.&S 
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In a position consistent with the descriptions of the FBI 

and Burkley , ^Flg»6-8 ) • was at this position that 

V\ been 

the hol^ wfTB punched In both the President's Jacket and 
shirt {see Fig* 6 - 31 )* 

During the autopsy, Humes probed the wound with his 

ringer and found it very shallow: "*..the end of the open- 

US' 

Ing could be felt with the finger." Plnok# who found 

119 

the wound , oould locate no exit* Agent Kellerman testi- 

fied that FI nek used an instrument to probe and discovered 

12(J 

",..no lanes for an outlet of this entry *•.* Flnok noted 

va 

that the "** ♦edges were pushed Inward*" FBI agents pre- 

sent at the autopsy described the penetration as being 

122 

less than a flng-r length*" and "...at a downward posl- 
. 123 

tlon of 45 to 60 degree's." 

% 

FI nek asked that X-rays be made to se® if a bullet was 

124 . 

in the wound. X-rays showed no metallic fragments pre- 

125 126 

sent. Further more* no dissection was done of the wound. 

127 

Parkland doctors had felt no back wound. But all 

were closely questioned by the Secret Service to determine 

if any hsd seen the back and the lack of a wound. The doe- 

128 

tors said the body was not even turned over. The nurses 

129 

who prepared the body had not seen it. One Parkland doc- 
tor did make a routine examination to determine If there was 

136' 

any Injury to the back of the chest. He said, "Without 
taking the time to roll him over and look... I just placed my 
hands at about his beltlln® . . .and by slowly moving my hands 


I 
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pK 
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upward d^*t®ct#»d that th^rn was no Inrg^ violation of th^ 

13 V 

pleural cavity* K a no tad that such an action ".••c»r- 
talnly wouldn*t dat«ct a sr.all bullet entrance*" But 
this hol^ was too s>iort to puncture tha ch^st cavity. 

Th^ angl^ of the wound was made Incorrectly. FBI 
agents described the back wound at the Bethesda autopsy as 
being **...at a downward position of 45 to 60 degrees." A 
surveyor later found the probable angle from the sixth floor 
window of the depository building, through a simulated Pres- 

133 

ldent*8 body, at approximately 1? degrees. The decision 
to use a st'^ep angle of 45-60 degrees by plotters probably 
cane from knowledge of a comment made by Robert H. Jackson 
of th^ Dallas Tiroes Herald . He stated. In a much-used 
quote, "We wer» Just turning the corner and a gunman would 
have about a 45 degree angle from the buildings to the 

13^ 

car." 


During the autopsy, Kellerman tried to convince Kennedy 
loyalist Clinton Hill of the validity of the back wound. 
Kelloraan testified, "...It was my decision to g-t Mr. Hill 
down and view this man ^l^he Presldeni7 all the damage 
that was done: so I went up to the floor wh*re they /Kill 
and th* Kennedy^ were at and brought him down and he In- 

135 

spected the Inolslons." When a Coromission lawyer asked 

him his reason for taking that action, Kellerman answered, 
"More witnesses. .. I think more to view the unfortunate hap- 

- 136 

penlngs it would be a little better." 


-(-liV ^ W 



Fig. 6-9 


To reinforce the notion that the President was shot in the back, as 
first proposed by Kellerman and Greer at the autopsy, Secret Service Chief 
Rowley sent a cover letter, with attached notes by agent Glen A. Bennett, 
over to the Warren Canmission. 

Rowley reminded the Commission that agent Bennett was an eye-witness 
to the back wound, Bennett, while seated in the right, rear seat of the 
Presidential follow-up car - a distance of some 30 feet away from the 
President - claimed to have seen the bullet hit Kennedy's coat "...about 
4 inches down from the right shoulder..." 

It is absurd to suggest that anyone could see a *|-inch spot on the 
back of the President's coat from a distance of 30 feet while looking 
through the windshield of a bar (this defect in the coat is difficult to 
see from 10 feet) . 

Another difficulty with Bennett's account is more serious. Photo- 
graphs showing both Bennett and the President at this time reveal that 
Bennett was not looking in the President's direction. 

In the above drawing, based on a photograph by Willis, taken at the 
approximate time of the throat wound (at Z207) , Bennett's head and body 
are turned to the right, away from the President. The dotted line indi- 
cates his line-of-vision if he had looked at the President. A photo made 
a second earlier by Betzner (at Z185) shows the sarnie thing. 

Mid-way through the assassination, Altgens' photo (taken at Z255) 
shows Bennett still looking to his right and away from the direction of the 
President (see Fig. 3-3: the back of Bennett's head appears immediately 
above the driver of the Presidential follow-up car) . Between the period 
from Z185-Z255, equivalent to four seconds, Bennett is looking to the rear. 

In addition, Bennett's note could not have been written aboard the 
flight to Washington, D.C., for, at that time, the back wound was non- 
existent. 

Bennett was a member of the Protective Research Section of the Secret 
Service which had the responsibility for identifying potential assassins. 
Just why he was working with the White House detail, particularly in the 
Presidential follow-up car, remains a question. 

Although Bennett's note was originally sent ^to the Commission in 
December 1963, Rowley's reminder was sent during the month of the FBI re- 
construction. It was also during that FBI reconstruction in Dallas at the 
end of May that a Coiiunission lawyer was shown an unauthenticated photo 
purportedly of a back wound ir a bo-iy. 

Bennett's position in the follow-up car varies according to reports by 
Secret Service agents who were with him. Unaccountably, they cannot agree 
where he was riding in the car. Most of them, including Bennett, say he 
sat on the right rear? the remainder give the left rear as his location. 

Tne Warren Report (p. Ill) agreed with Rowley and nave "Substantial 
weight..." to Bennett's note. 


i 




aa'2- 


Commission Exhibit No. 2U2 

’ r' , ^ 

y T§ fASrt - 1— 

^ e0r^^raf^ -#W#-r 

^/7 

n^.«£w 

^fr4*Vy 

I — — 
rnm^^rju^ 

.A* K W H ^ 

■ >»^ X 


JLm^, OfAMT^/f^ V />Srf 

-^ra ^i/Gen^ ; 

■ juJ*r 

^f £ t-h mm0 ,- y-r .4Ua. 4^ - TW j r 

£Va^. 

-2 ^a 

^j»^* 

— **t. 0 ^ 

^fsJ^it^ t:*c 


^^*^77.. .^hT_ ^A33m»> 7 jr 

J<^,± a^. - 


I ba A*^y' /fs^^fv^xin 


7T7?f£~., 


CcHi»Bloa eiOklhlt lb. 

TREASUilY DEPARTMENT 

UKITKD iTATKf tseiltT l»V|Ct 
WAUfinaTOff tl. P.(3. 

M«y 14* 1H4 



Kr* J» iJM JUnkiA 

&tnpr«l Counial 

Pnfti^AT'* Cu >w i »iloti 9Ii xh* 

ABBaftslfwtion of Prui4aAt K*fiA«4y 
lfaohi.ni|tan* 0, C« 

Baar »tr, «#a1Uai 

Thor* It forwtr^td honuUh * copy of th* 
oritln*! not** atd* hy $p*cUl A«*h^ tojuott con- 
ctrning hU rtoolltciion of th* inciOont* *ur> 
rnuMUni th* totootiitatiiHi of Protidont kOAnody 
on JlovooKrtr If* llkl. 

4 

A ototcBoAT by SA Boiuiott v*t includod Id our 
oriiinol roport to th* ^oomiotion at exhibit II » 

Tho tlgnificanc* of th* attochod notti it that thoy 
w«r* proparwd by SA Bonnott on th* Pnaldant'i 
piano during itt r*tum flight to Haihiftgton on 
Jiovoobor 31, boforo tha dotailt of protidant konnody** 
wound* booaiH ganarti imowlodg** 

Tha notat h«va booh aarkad at Saorot Sorvico 
Control 1411* 


Vary truly ygun , 



Aftachoont* 


Commission Exhibit No. 2112 


1 


^ 4r*-rfi/d- Tw.s^^ ^Afy 
' ^Jf Aj0 *^dT. Ar^f 


0*M 




L-. yt4f^^^y, 

• 7^m 

/y4vwo/<^/3r yfSr/^jo 
Ay A0sy*Tj9 4. 

-f 7740^* A^£-Aei^^^ 

/7e^S/0jB^ -y4/»AJlSP 

X ^ ^t*07^ Ai^rz 

r ' 7^ 7%^ 

I AA.AifTtJU* 

^ ^ ^ kty 

I y^AT 

r'— > 1 


i 


Pig. 6-9 


CoMwasioM Exhibit No. 2112 


Npwr!c»tlb/y\d ftias 


e-t-'.-lu. . J >i/t 

Kf»ll"rman*s ct«t Mi>i«^.iK»n mak»s no sansit. According to 

th<» FBI report on th» autopsy, 30 ppopl<» w-r» pr<*s«nt at 

varying tin<»8 during th« autopsy. Including two admirals, 

137 

ona iiajor gonoral, and a brlgadlor g«n«ral. 

K» Herman may hava hlnt«d at tha raal natura of tha 

138 

wounds whan ha r»farrad to th»ta as "Incisions." Hill, 

appnrantly uneonvlncad, whan nsk“d about tha wounds, ra- 

f«rrad ap-clflcally to tha back wound as "...an op-nlng 

w^39 



Tha Puzzlad Pathologists. 


Tha thraa Bathasda autopsy physicians - Hum»s, Boswell, 

and Plnck - wara puzzlad at finding savaral wounds In tha 

140 

body but no bulla ts. 

Kallarraan suppllad an answer, "...our contantlon was, 

ha tastlflad la tar, "that whlla ha /tha Prasldant/ was on 

tha stratch«r in I^llas, and tha n»urosurgaon was working 

ovar him no doubt with prassura on tha haart, this thing 
— — 14l 

/tha bullaV work-d ItsaXf out." Whan asked who ha ndant 

by "opr contantlon," Kall»rnan spr-ad tha credit to Include 

tha FBI, by sugga sting that It was ona of tha FBI agants 

142 

prasant at th« autopsy. An undamagad 6,5 ora bullat was 
convanlantly found on an empty stretcher at Parkland Hospi- 
tal. It was llk“ly that this was tha bull«t that Kellaroan 
contend-d "worked Itself out" of the body and could be 
natched to th» scapegont's 6.5 mo rifle found In the daposl- 
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6?. Billy J. 

y.’ 


Mart In* "Teatlmony of B*J* Martin 
April 3, 19647 i’’ In Hmrlrffs , v. 6* p* ^91* 

Mmrrlon L, Baker* ££* clt * * v* 3^ P* 245* 

Mrrt* Robert A« Held. “Teatliriony of Mrs* Hobert A, 
Held 2 ^ated March 25 * 19647*" In Hearing s, v. 3 * p* 2?3- 
Arnold L. Howland* "Testimony of Arnold Louis 
Howland ^Idated March 10, 196^^7*** Hearings > 2* p* 181. 

Luke Mooney, "Testimony of Luke Mooney /dated 
March 25 , 19647t" HearlngH . v, 3, p, 282, 

James F* Homack* "Testimony of James Fiber t Romack 
/dated April 8 , 196i^," in H earlnp^s . v. 6 , p. 200. 

A frame from the Muchmore film shows the ooats of 
Mb, Hil l and Ms, Moorman blowing in the wind (UPI, Four 

Saxa. ■•■Sb— p. -X ^). 

63 , Interview with Billy J* Martin* 


64, Interview with Sen, Ealph W« Xarborcugh* . 


65 * Charles Roberts, The Tsruth About the AsBasslnatlon * 

p, 17* 

The Texas Observer . Nov, 29, 1963, P* 5* 

Seth Kan tor, "Kantor Exhibit No, 3 , * Handwritten 

notes made by Seth Kantor concerning events surrounding the 
aBSasalnatlon, * " In Hearings , v, 20, p* 351* 

Hanohester, 0 £* ci t , * p, 

66 , Flizabeth Cabell, "Testimony of Mrs, Farle Cabell 
/diat.d July 13 . I 96 U 7 ." In Hearings , v. 7. PP. 486-487, 

When Interviewed by Lawrence Schiller and Hlchard W, 
Lewis, Ms, Cabell stated, we could sm*!! th^ gun- 

powder." (Probe Label (Capitol Records, Inc.}* The 
Controversy , ) 


7t p* 407* 

68 , Tbm C. Dillard, or. clt , . v. 6 , p, I 65 , 

69 * Vergle Rackley, Connl salon Document No, PP* 66 - 

67* 

^0* Joe M, Rnlth, "Testimony of Joe Marshall Smith 

^ated July 23 , 196 ^," in Hearings , v. 7, pp* 534-535* 

Notes When Interviewed by the FBI on Dec. 9, 196 3, 
Smith denied this and claimed he smelled gunpowder In the 
parking lot by the depository ( Commission Docum ent No. 205 
(3SID, JT>, p. 310 ). 

71 , Farle V. Brown* "Testimony of Farle V. Brown /d^ated 
April 7 , 19647»" Hearing s, v, 6, pp. 231-233* 

ConiDisslon Document No . 20 5 * P* 311* 

72 , Luke Mooney* "Testimony of Luke Mooney /^ated March 

25 * 19647 * Hearings * v, 3 ^ p* 209, 
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73 , <^hicago Tribune * Nov, 22, 1963t P* 9* 

74 , New York Dally News, Nov, 24, 1963 * P* 100, 

7 . 5 , Bobby W. Hargis, 0 £. cit . , v, 6 , p. 294, 

76 . Billy J. Martin, 00 * cit . , v, 6 * p, 292. 

77. Muchmore film, 

78 . Interview with James K, Chaney, 


79 . Interview with Stavis Kills, 


00, Interview with Douglas L. Jackson, 

8 1, Nillis photograph number five* 

82, Seymour Weltzman, "Testimony of Seymour Weitzman 
/dated April 1, 196 ^^^," In Hearlngfe* v. ?• P* 107* 


^ 83 * A doctor at Methodist Hospital Identified it as a 

",,,bone specimen that looked like It came from the occipi- 
tal region of the skull." ( CommlBSlon Document , N o, 1225*) 


, 84, I4Dst of the press seemed to believe that Mrs, 


Kennedy's actions were those of a brave wife going for help, 

t Tf .V 3 3 ^ p- L 

U.F. BaugHia n* 7c 4 chief of the ^Secret 'Service * 


was asked about the Service's protective efforts in Dallas, 
In his reoly, he said, "I can't understand why Mrs. Kennedy 
had to climb over the back of the car, as she did, to get 
help*" He felt this question "...should be resolved," 

( y, 3. News and World He port . Dec, 23# 1963* P* 3®*) 


Mrs, Kennedy unsuccessfully tested David F, Powers on 
this area. Poi^ers was In the follow-up car immediately be- 
hind the limousine. Apparently he failed to see the driver* 
"On the Thanksgiving weekend after the President's funeral# 
when Dave was visiting Jackie and her children at Hyannls 
Port, ’he showed her the color pictures of herself on the 
back of the car taken at the scene by Abraham Zapruder'a 
movie camera and published in that week's Life . . . 'Dave, what 
do you think I was trying to do?' she asked. Dave could on- 
ly suggest thwt maybe she was searching for the President's 
doctor..." (Kenneth P. O'Donnell and David F, Powers with 
Joe McCarthy, " Johnny , We Hardly Knew Ye," p, 29*} 

In her brief t**stlmony before the Warren Commission 
(about ten minutes) , she said she didn't "...recall climb- 
ing out on the back of the Car," (v, 5, p, I 8 I.) In tJils 
way, she avoided answering the obvious question of why she 
did climb out on the trunk. 
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76* Hi»nry Trf*whltt, McNamara i Hia Ordeal in th^ P^nte- 
gon , pp. 253 . 25^- 

Arthur W- Schlf*alng--rt Jr.# A Thousand Dayg 1 John P. 
Kfinn<^dy In th** Whit^ Hou8i% # p, 92 ? (PB). 


' 27 


In Sorenson’s boolc on Kemedy# "there has ...been ex- 
cised. ..a private remark of Mr. Kennedy • s ... that the Presl- 
' dent Kould have be^n his second term with a new Secretary 
of State," (Hurray Kemp ton# "Sorenson’s Kennedy#" Th e f 

Atlantio Monthly , October 1965» P* 72.) 


- 


8 


According to John K, Galbraith, the "automatic antl- 
Communlsra of the old foreign policy eatabllshiDent" was "the 
principal reason President Kennedy did not intend to contin- 
ue Dean Husk as Secretary." Galbraith observed# "The prob- 
lem was not the doctrine but how to deal with it in a 
bureaucracy and country that had been so dangerously over- 
sold on the simplicities of the Cold War. Lyndon Johnson 
bought both the advisers and the doctrine." (John K# Gal- 
braith# "Seeing Things Through JKC#" Saturday Review , 

Nov. 6# 1971 ► P. ^1*) 


Halberstam wrote that Kennedy "...was both-*red by his 
^ftusk’g/ over-dependence on the system* But he never felt 
at ease with Husk# and In the last part of the Kennedy Ad- 
ministration both John and Robert Kennedy were talking with 
intimates about the possibility of a new Secretary of 
State," (David Halberstam# "Lyndon#" Fsquire . August 1972. 

p, 80 .) 


According to Milton Viorst# "With certainty# it can be 
said that he /Husk/ lost Kennedy's confidence* Th-^re is 
some indication that Husk contemplated resignation# and there 
is persuasive testimony that Kennedy was preparing for his 
graceful departure after the 196 b- election*" (Milton 
Viorst# "Incidentally, Who Is Dean Husk?" Psguire . April 

1968 # p* 179 *) 


",*, President Kennedy became so annoyed by Husk's habit 
of playing his cards so close to his chest that not even the 
Pr»*sident could s^e them# that he plemned to replace Husk In 
his second t*rm# probably with Robert McNamara," (Stewart 
Alsop# The Center , p, 122*) 


' 77 * Herbert Kaplow# ABC . Nov. 22# I 963 . 

Viorst quoted a frl-^nd of Johnson as saying# "'Lyndon 
Johnson. .« showed a great deal of r'^spect for Rusk's Judg- 
ment from the vmry beginning. . .Besides# the President saw 
Busk as the outcast of the Kennedy Cabinet.' He knew a kin- 
dred spirit when he saw one. Both had been kicked around by 
the Arthur Schleslnge^s and the Dick Goodwins of the world. 
The President saw Rusk as wounded and he came to his support* 
Husk nev^r forgot that. Husk Immediately acquired a feeling 
of belonging he never had with Kennedy. .. .With Husk there is 
no hedging. His devotion to Johnson is total*'" (Viorst, 
ibid . . pp. 179-180.) 
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Chapti*r 2# Pr-^lude to Murder 

To «»n 8 ur* th» success of th*lr assassination# the 
3*cr*t Service made certain preparations* These included 
controlling the order and position of the vehicles in the 
motorcade in order to restrict press observation# as well as 
limiting witnesses in Dealey Plaza# the final part of the 
parade where the murder would occur* 

Motorcade Control* 

- 

Shortly before the Presidential airplane# Air Force 

One, landed with th» Kennedy party at Love Field m Dallas # 

Tex*# Secret Service agents lined-up the motorcade with a 

1 

series of rented automobiles and buses. On the windshield 

of each vehicle, th»y taped a three-by-flve inch white card 

with a single black number. The vehicles were numbered from 

one to 20 to indicate their positions; the Presidential 

limousine was number seven (Fig 2-1). 

As the motorcade left Love Field# the vehicles were out 
2 

'of numerical order# 

Because of the actual order# photographers and the 
press ",.*hftd a very, very poor view of the President's car 
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h#*ad, blown out." This saams to be the #»arllast date 
when certain knowledge was Expressed about the nanufactur^^d 
head burst. This frame was not printed in Life until Oct. 

2, I 96 U. CBS reporter Dan Rather, who saw the film in 
Dallas two days after the assassination, did not mention 
this dramatic burst. In addition, other movie films of this 
same sequence failed to record it. 

At w>iat point did Life realize that it did not have the 

^ 62 

original film? It waited until May 196? to copyright it. 

Tell-Tale Sign. . 

At some time between Nov. 22, 1963# and Dec. 5* 1963# 
the Stemnons Freeway sign was rc-posltloned and raised, in- 
validating any accurate reconstruction of the crime. 

On Dec. I 6 , 1963# member John McCloy commented on it 
and its significance before a Commission meeting* "You see 
this sign h^re," he said, pointing to a frame from the Za- 
pruder film, "someone suggested that this sign has now been 
removed. . .from th<* sign you can get a good notion of where 
the first bull-t 

It was on July 22, 1964, howwver, when the Commission 
interviewed the D^al^^y Plaza grounds keeper. He commented , 
"...they have moved some of those signs. They have moved 
that R.L. Thornton Freeway sign and put up a Stenmons 


A photograph taken during the Secret Service re-enact- 


rru'Ki 207 of the 
Zain u.'icr fllrj, 35 rn 
hr*c i)X*ch:ibly b»?on re- 
touch<?a ro cov^:r up ?.oz* 
cf the occupants in ^)ic. 
cur. 
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A still photograph 
taken from Zaprudor*s 
position during the 
Secret Service re-enact- 
ment on Doc. 5, ^963* 
Sl£;n has been moved “*^0 
the right and has been 
raised, Anrle to the 
camera hue also been 
clianred . 


Still pho^of-raph from 
the FBl/V"arren Commisoion 
ro-onac t*xcn‘^ of 
May 24, 1964. Sign has 
been moved back *0 
approximately where it 
was on Ncveniber 22, I963. 
No‘*-lce how much of JFK 
B^and-ln 1?» visr.ble over 
sign ac compared to 
top photo. 
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Fig. 3-8 shows the positions of the four officers and the 
limousine at the time of the fatal shot. The shaded area represents 
the zone where debris was forced out by an exiting bullet from the 
baolc of the President's head. The cone-shaped pattern Indicates 
a shot was fired from directly In front of the President. 

In terms of specific debris, (a) approximates the spot where 
a piece of bone from the President's skull w^s found, some elght- 

Qp 

to-12 Inches from the south curb of Elm St. Area (B) Indicates 
the point where another piece of bone was found the next day.®^ 

Hr a. Kennedy's Reaction. 

The actions of Mrs. Kennedy after the fatal shot seemed to 
have been Instinctive. That Is, she simply tried to get away frooTv. 

QA 

the source of danger by climbing out on the trunk of the limousine.^ 
Her guard, Clinton Hill, Jumped from his position on the right 
front running board of the Presidential follow-up oar onto the back 
of the limousine and tried to assist her. As he reached the 
limousine, **Mrs. Kennedy shouted, 'They've shot his head off;' 
then turned and raised out of her seat... 

The Fifth Shot. 

When Mrs, Kennedy was about to climb out of the Presidential 
limousine and Governor Connally pxilled himself up and looked 
over Into the front seat, another shot was fired. That bullet 

or 

hit the windshield of the limousine. The damage can be clearly 
seen In one of Altgens' photographs (Fig. 3-9) • 

The bullet hole was noted by reporter Richard Dudman.®*^ 

Sgt. Stavls Ellis described It: 


N^wccnh/Adams 


7 0 

WaII, It a hoi®. You could put a pencil 
through It. I showed It to Officer Chaney out 
th^re at thA hospital ^Parklan^. . .you could taka 
a regular standard writing pencil - wood pencil - 
and stick through there.. .and some Secret Service 
agent run up there and said, •That^s no bullet 
hole, that *8 a fragment.* It wasn*t a damn frag- 
ment; It was a hole. 

There was a bullet scar on the curb near the triple 

89 

underpass. By projecting a line, from the curb, 

through the windshield of the limousine at that point in 
time. It aligns near the center of the road. 

The lln» of trajectory points to a source within the 
motorcade. 

45 

Because of the steep angle - degrees - 

of the front windshield, this shot must have been fired at 
or about ground level from some point behind the limousine# 

A shot fired, from above the motorcade, such as from the 
sixth floor of the depository, would have hit either the 
windshield or the curb, not both. 


The Car Stop. 


After the fatal shot, the Presidential limousine, which 

had been slowing down, came to a momentary stop. It did not 

accelerate as was claimed by the driver, Greer, and his 

front seat passenger, Eellerman. Greer testified, "••.right 

away after the second one /shot/ I accelerated as fast as I 
90 

could." Kellrtrman stated, "...we Just literally Jumped 

91 

out of the God-damn road." 
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front of th« Prf^sldi*nt, was looking to hie right when the 
revolver fired ahead of him. Startled, he looked 
to the front and raised his hands » then turned away from the 
muzzle, raising his left shoulder up to his ear. He con- 
tinued to turn to his right until he faced the slumping 
President* 

The CoTrernor panlced, possibly fearing a double-cross# 
and began screaming » **No, no, no, no, no I They're go log to 
kill us both!** With the Govemor^a back exposed, the 

Secret Service agent fired Into It. The Governor recoiled 
to the right aide of the limousine, away from his wife. 

Blood stained the front of his shirt j he was seriously 


wounded* 

Ihe Presidential limousine continued slowly down Flm 

St. toward a grassy slope where three men stood. One of 

them yelled to the others, "Lay down. Mister, somebody Is 

2 

shooting at the President." A man filming the asaassi*- 

3 

nation felt that somebody had ganged -up on the President. 

Thft Secret Service agent again aimed at the President* 
He was still alive; the first shot had not been fatal. 

A woman In the plaza close to the limousine yell<^d to 
her friend next to her* "Get down, they're shooting." 

The agent fired. A bullet pierced the President above 
the forehead and exited from the right rear portion of his 
head* The Pregldent was then slammed back against the rear 
cushion and rebounded forward to the seat. 
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A bvstander, on the grass by the limousine, thought 
"...It was Secret Service agents shooting back. To me^ if 
somebody shoots at somebody they always shoot back..," 

Mrs, Kennedy rose as the President’s blood spilled on 
her skirt and stockings, "Oh, my God* they've killed my 
husband," From the back seat, she crawled onto the trunk on 
her hands and knees in an attempt to escape. 

Though severely wounded, the Governor managed to pull 
himself up behind the front seat. 

Moments before, seeing the danger, Krs* Kennedy's p'T- 
sonal guard had Jumped from the running board of the Presi- 
dent's follow-up car and was running toward the slow-moving 
limousine- The limousine came to a halt. Secret Service 
agents rushed toward it, surrounding it momentarily. The 
limousine started again, and Mrs. Kennedy's guard boarded 
Its r'^ar platform and helped h#»r back Into her seat. The 
limousine sped off for the hospital. 

During the shooting* p«»ople near the llnousine recoiled 
from it, fell down and tried to take cover; none did so by 
the depository building. After the shooting# the crowd ran 
down toTOrd the llmousin*; none congregated around the de- . * 
posltory and looked up, 

Th» abov« was a summary of the events. What follows is 
a detailed examination of that summary* 
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President's seat was elevated almost a foot. 

Just b'^fore a freeway sign, the driver began to slow 
down the Presidential limousine. 

Suddenly, a shot cane from the top of Flm St., now a 

half-block in back of the President. A Secret Service agent 

in the Vice-President's follow-up car had raised his left 

hand out of tho partly-open left, roar door window. A t 
revolver was fired skyward. 

The crowd's attention was distracted from the Presiden- 
tial limousine by the sudden explosion. 

As If in response to this shot in front of the deposi- 
tory, a Secret Service agent in the front of the Presiden- j 

tial limousine fired his revolver directly at the President, 
striking him in the throat. A wind swept the gunsmoke^ and 
its distinctive odor back up the street. 

The President raised his arms and hands to his chin, 
elbows out defensively, his mouth opened soundlessly. The 
driver, one hand on the wheel, his attention to the rear, 
let the Presidential limousine wander in the road. 

The President, his throat torn, began to slump forward I 

and to his left, toward his wife. He had seen the gun a 
split-second after he had been hit. Now he was trying to 
evade further injury by ducking down behind the Jump seat in 
front of hlm» His back brace prevented hla from moving; 
qrulckly. 

Tho Texas Governor, In the Jump seat immediately In 

1j 


K»MComb/Adan3 


4 1 
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9* Jacqu-lln- K-nn-dy, "T-Jt loony of I-lrs. John F, 

K^nn**dy /dat-d Jun- 5# 19647#" In H-arlnflrs , v, 5* P* 179* 
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Patrick K-nn-dy di-d two days aft»r his birth# 

Although sh- was to r-st until Jan. 1# 1964, Mrs, 
K^nn-dy’s obst- trie Ian f«lt sh- had r-cov-r-d by tnld-Octob-r 
(Manch-st-r, on, c It . , p, 9)* ^h- told th- Pr-sld-nt that 

sh- would go with him to T^^xas# B-caus- of this# th-* oth-r 
wlv-8 had to b- Includ-d in th- notorcad#. One- a compll- 
oat-d plot Is s-t In notion# conmunlcatlon probl-ms nnk- It 
too hazardous to stop# 

13 # Clinton J# Hill# "T-stlmony of Clinton J, Hill ^at- 
t.d March 9, 19647." In Hxarln.-s . v, 2, p. 133, 
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13 (continued). Winston G. Lawson, "Commission Kxhibit 
No, 767, 'Attachment 4, Instructions to aqents* within 
Preliminarv Survev Renort orepared by Special Aqent Lawson 
of the Secret Service concerning President Kennedy's trip to 
Dallas dated November 15^ 1963," in Hearings , v, 17, p. 597. 

14, Winston G. Lawson, "Commission Exhibit No, 768* "At-* 

tachment no, 3, scheduled motorcade list* within Final Sur- 
vey.,,” in Hearings , v. 17, p. 615, 

15, Manchester, on. cit . , p. 152 (PB) 

Note: Assistant Presidential Press Secretary Malcolm 

Kilduff; ABC reporter Robert Clark? AP White House reporter 
Jack Bell? Robert Baskin, Dallas Morning News White House 
reporter, 

16, Jesse P. Currv, "Testimony of Jesse Edward Curry 
/dated April 22, 196^/, ” in Hearings , v, 4, p* 171, 

Perdue w. Lawrence, "Lawrence Exhibit No. 2. 'Copy 
of personnel assignments for the Presidential motorcades made 
by Perdue W, Lawrence, dated November 21, 1963,*" in Hear- 
ings , V. 20, p. 489, 

17, Perdue W. Lawrence, "Testimony of Perdue William 
Lawrence /d'ated July 24, 196^," in Hearings , v. 7, p. 579. 

18, Ibid,, V. 7, pp 580, 581, 

M.W, Stevenson, cit . , v. 21, p. S71 

19, Curry, in an interview with the authors, noted that 
the Secret Service changed orders, 

Marrion L. Baker, "Testimonv of Marrion L. Baker 
/dated March 25, 19647 # " in Hearings , v. 3, p. 244, 

Curry learned of the motorcade route from Secret 
Service agents Lawson and Sorrels on Nov, 21, 1963, the day 
before the President arrived in Dallas (Commission Document 
No. 5, p, 4,) 

20, Baker, cit . , v. 3, P. 245, 

21, Curry, op . cit . , v. 4, p. 171, 

Note: In past parades, police had their own follow- 

up car behind the Presidential limousine. The Secret Serv- 
ice nrohibited this (Ibid*). 


22, Interview with Billv j. Martin. 
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further back in the motorcade and, at the tire of the shoot- 

20 

ing, were a block away from the limousine. 

The Secret Service ordered the four motorcvcle officers 

who did escort the limousine not to ride next to it, but to 

21 

drop back slightly to the rear. One of the four officers 

said that at morning muster the four were ordered that under 

no circumstances were they to leave their positions, "re- 

22 

gardless of what happened." 

Crowd Control. 

The plot required the restriction of witnesses. 

Police department officials had patrolmen keep people 

from both sides of Elm Street in the center of Dealey Plaza, the 

zone where the shooting would take place (Fig. 2-2). The conficrur- 

ation of witnesses in Fig. 2-2 shows the effect of crowd control: 

people were bunched toward the intersection of Elm and 

23 

Houston Streets and awav from the firing zone. Onlv a few 

witnesses were near that zone before the motorcade arrived; 

their presence was accidental. They were either friends of 
24 

policemen, or happened to wander over there at the last mo- 
ment. Many had parked their cars to the west of the underpass 

25 

and had walked beneath it and into the plaza. 

By accident, a press photographer got into the shooting 
zone. Some of his pictures later on proved damaging to the 
plot. 


James W. Altgens, with AP*s Dallas Bureau, was assinned 
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make sure that Sen* Ralph w* Yarborouqh rode next to his 

10 

political foe^ Lyndon Johnson, As a result, Yarborouqh 

sat in the Vice-President's car, two cars behind the Presi- 
ll 

dential limousine* His description of the assassination 
to newsmen later was very damaqing to the plot, 

The wives presented another problem for the Secret 

Service . 

Mrs, Kennedy's oresence in the motorcade was unnlan- 

12 

ned . Because she came to Dallas, so did her loyal bodyguards, 

13 

Clinton J. Hill and Paul F, Landis, Jr* In addition, the 
others in the motorcade brought their wives. 

Without Mrs, Kennedy and the Governor's wife, Nellie 
Connally, the murder could have been simpler* The target 
would have been easier and fewer witnesses would have been 
available. 

Communications Control* 

The press pool car was the fifth automobile behind the 

14 

Presidential limousine. The car was owned by the tele- 
phone company and driven by an employee* Its media passen- 
gers were; Herriman Smith, a UPI White House reporter, and 
an Assistant Presidential press secretary in the front seat? 

in the back seat were an ABC reporter, an AP White House re- 

15 

porter, and a Dallas Morning Mews White House reporter. 

The information from this car contributed to the success 
of the assassination* The car had a radiophone linked to 
the wire service desks in downtown Dallas , where teletype 
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Oner a tors would flash rooorts to the world-wide net'»orks of 
UPI and A^, which included all major newsnaoers , television, 
and radio stations* 

The man in the center of the front seat, fTmith, was 
di recti V opposite the radionhone* He grabbed the phone at 
the first exnlosion and controlled the information from the 
car. His report dominated the wire services in the first 
ten minutes after the assassination because he refused to 
surrender the nhone to any of the other reporters in the 
car. 

Motorcycle Escorts, 

The original plan bv the Dallas Police Dent, - over- 
ruled by the Secret Service - required eight motorcycle of- 
ficers to ride with the Presidential limousine, four on each 
16 

aide* 

About two davs before the President arrived in Dallas, 

an officer of the Dallas Police Dept. , sneciallv assigned to 

traffic control, was told bv his superiors that officers 

17 

would ride beside the Presidential limousine. Yet, in the 

early evening of November 21, 1963, a Secret Service agent 

18 

changed this during a meeting with police officials. 

Two officers originally assigned to ride beside the 

Presidential limousine received orders at Love ^ield, just 

after the President arrived, that there wouldn't be anv- 

19 

body riding beside the T>resident's car." Thev were placed 
r 

i 

4 
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57, Bruno ^nd oo * Sii* * 9^ (PB)* 


lz*d th- Trad*> Hart as posing - „as ld»*al from a 

probl-ms..." '^°""'^But tVi- latter* "•• •was an unat- 

Bpourlty point ”r* * ^ furth-r explanation, Youngblood 

tractive place..." Without p’lr Sounds 

. ;....lth=u,h th. -a=y “*°”J5?.S's„r.rs'rvlo. 

^on-n's 7 BulKllns muXd h».- j,,. jrad. 

In th^ S«cr*t s«rvlc#, ?P* 96“99*> 


58 . Ibid . , p. 90 (PB) . 

59 . Xt>ld . . pp. 88-89 (PB). 

60 . Ibid . , p. 92 (PB) . 


61 Kenneth P. O'Donnell. " Testimony of Kenneth P. 
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(Larry Haapanen, Intervle^^ with Jack L, Puterbaugh, dated 
Sept. 5 , 1970 ,). Chief James J, Rowley, howev-r, asserted 
that Futerbaugh told Lawson on Nov. 14 , I 963 , . that the 
luncheon would be held at the Trade Kart,** (James J. 

Rowley, "Commission Fxhlhlt No. 1022 , 'Letter from the 
Secret Service to the Commission, dated March 26 , 1964 ,*" 
in Hearings , v, 16 , p, 715 *) 

62 . Ibid ., p. 442 * 
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68. Theodore H. White, Th* Making of th* Preaidant 1964 , 
p. 19 (PB), 

During a press Interview on March 15, 1964, Lyndon 
Johnson said that h* did not want this happening agaim 
"But immediately upon returning to Washington, 1 made it 
olear to th* Cabln*t that we didn't want any goodly number 
like that letivlng town at the same time, and that when the , 
President and the next In lln* of suoce fusion w*re out of 
town, that we wanted most of th* Cabinet here. And the 
President since that tlm* has not been out of town with any 
appreciable number of Cabinet officers absent." ( Public 
Papers of the Residents of the United States i Lyndon B, 
Johnson . 1? !^^"^^ I ■ P * 362*") 

Q It" vras d.l«t.d from 

Salinger's book. 
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tory# not to a S^rvlci* ag'^nt's r^volv^r, 

Ab the alt-red body appeared, there was an **entrance** 

Hound on the hack, and another at the rear of the head. 

The back wound lacked a point of exit. 

In trying to find some answers* Humes phoned Perry at 

143 

Parkland on Nov. 23, 1963, At that time, Humes learned 

of the small bullet wound in the neck, which contrasted 

sharply with the grotesque distortion of Perry *s tracheotomy 

that Hum-s found. Humes* notes reflect Perry's negative 

144 

response! "no missile in the wound." 

Humes was not convinced of the authenticity of the back 
wound for he also asked Perry about it. Perry noted, 

"...he asked roe at that time If we had made any wounds in 

- - 

the back . " 

Hum-»s then had four wounds to explain i one at the 
throat, one at the back, and two In the skull. And an ac- 
ceptable autopsy report had to be written* How many re- 
writings la unknown, however, Burkley "accepted and approved" 
Humes^ destruction of "...certain preliminary draft notes 

.**" (Plg.6-1^. When Humes finished his final version is 

146 ' 

also unknown because that version la undated. 

The autopsy had to be rethought and one point in that 
process occurred on the afternoon of March 11, 1964, when 
two Commission lawyers met with two of the three autopsy 
physicians In the office of Bethesda's commanding officer. 

The commanding officer of Humes and Boswell, Rear Adm, 
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Calvin B, Galloway, used one of the commission lawyers to 

illustrate a version of the shooting. Accord ing to the 

lawyer, "*..by placing one finger on my back nod the second 

finger on the front part of my chest which Indicated that 

the bullet traveled in a consistent downward path, to the 

asBunption that it emerged in the opening on the President’s 

throat which had be«n enlarged by the performance of the 

tracheotomy In Dallas." This version, which provided a 

pAvlously non-existent path for the back wound, reflected 

147 

the "...current opinion..." of both Humes and Boswell. 

Four days later* when Humes t**stifled before the Com- 
mission, he presented his final version of the autopsy re- 

140 149 i/frt, 

port, which supported Galloway’s illustration. 

The theory of a bullet entering from the back of the 
neck and exiting from the front of the neck not only re- 
quired a path, but also requlr^'d that the back wound be 
moved up some four inches from Its pr-'Vlous position. 
Originally, it was too low and at too steep an angle to al- 
low a conn“Ctlcn with the front of the throat. 

I5CF 

Burkley supported the new vr^rsion# Humes described 

the new location as 14 cm Inches) from the tip of the 

right shoulder joint and 14 cm (5f inches) below the tip of 

* ^ 3.51 

the nipple of the bona behind the rlgh'^ ear. The autopsy 

152 

pictures viewed In 1968 also reflect those dimensions. 
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Fig, 6-10 Commission Exhibit 385 Path of bullet that entered throat 

' and remained in body. 
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! 

i 


i 


Newc onb/A dams 


227 


As In tlip case of th<» r^nr skull wound, thn possibility ^ 
exists that another body wns pr^parsd with th* r*'VlB<!d back 
wound and photographed in such a way as not to show the face 
or any identifying marks. As earll-r noted, this could have 
been the "...back of a body with a bullet hole..." shown to 
a ComnisBlon lawyer. 

Clothing. 

According to * nllltary autopsy nanual, "It should be a 

standing rule that,,.the clothing. . ./not7 be disturbed until 

153 

examined by the pathologist," liumes saw the President's 

clothing for the first time on Kareh 16, 1964, several 

154 

months after the autopsy. _ j 

The limousine driver, Greer, claimed that he "...took 
custody of them ^the cloth ln£7 at Parkland Hospital, He " 
said, "The nurse put all his belongings into a shopping beg ’d 
and... I carried them all back to Washington with me,"^^^ He 
stated that the clothing remained in his custody from Em lias 
to Washington, D.C, until he "...turned them over to the 

Secret Service Security Office, 1 mean Protective Research... 

w T» t. -^57 

Mr. Bouek. 

Greer remained with the body from Dealey Plaza until it 

was placed in the Fast Wing of the White House early Satur- 
158 

day morning. He was in the autopsy room all the time ■* 

159 

Bethesda doctors examined the body. Throughout this 
period , he withheld the clothing. In addition , Berkley, who 
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nan with Cr'*ar at Parkland* also fallad to tall Huiiiaa about 
tha clothins* Burklay was Humaa* au parlor offlcar at tha 
military autopsy* 

An FBI agant, aft«r obtaining tha clothing from althar 

Gra«r or Burklay. dallvarad It to the FBI lab on Nov* 23, 
160 

1963. 


According to an Irtarvlaw with Dr. Perry of Parkland 
Hospital, tha Praoldant's clothing Included a “...T-ehlrt 

A Maw York Timas report mantlonad an ■*. .undershirt 

162 i63 

..*• Greer claimed, there was no undershirt," 

Before the FBI received the clothing, a hole was 
created In both the Praaldent*s shirt and Jacket. The holes, 
however, ware punched Incorrectly for the final location of 
the back wound. They were 2^-3 Inches below the^ouiSl 

note the position of ti e wound In the back (D) and con- 
pare it vri.th th .t of the boles In tho clothini; {"). Photosraphs 
made at the time of the shots do not show the clothing 


tunch^-up. 

An ag^^nt with FBI laboratory dftocrlbfHl the holes on 

the back of the President's Jacket and shirt* The Jacket 

hole ms 5 3/8 Inches, and the shirt hole 5 3/^ Inches* 

16^ 

below the top of the collar* Panel doctors who examined 

the clothing In 1968 placed the hole "about 12 cm /4*6 

lnchej7^^^^^ upper edge of the coat collar* They 

said the hole In the shirt was "•*•1^ cm ^*4 Inche^ below 

166 

the upp*r edge of the collar*" 




2^9 


Clv«n th" location of th^^ wound In th<* back - 5i inchi*s » 

b^low th« tip of the nipple of the bone behind the right 

ear - the holes in the clothing are 2i-3 Inches below the 
l66-a 

revised wound* 

The FBI described the hole at the front of the shirt as 

16 ? 

"*.*a ragged slit approximately onewhalf inch in height* ** 

168 

The President's tie had a "*,.nlck in the left side..*" 

The FBI lab found "traces of copper* ** around the margins of 

169 

the hole In the back of the coat.**;" the rear shirt hola 

170 

also had metallic r«sldue* ^la implies that a metal in- 

strument was used to punch the^hole* But the FBI found 
",,,no metallic residue, **on th* tie* and**. on the shirt at 

171 

the holes In front*" Th- Implication is that those areas 

wwre cleaned and then distorted by tearing. The FBI "**• 
could not actually determine from the characteristics of th* 
hole /in the front of the shlr^ whether or not it was caused 

172 

by a bullet." 

The c leaning was cruclial to cover-up evidence of the 
frontal wound. A bullet that penetrates the clothing before 
It ent-rs the body will leave a metallic residue and lubrl- 

173 

eating grease in th® clothing* 


Autopsy Films* 


A larg® question exists regarding both the completeness 
and the Ruthentlclty of the autopsy pictures presently In 
the fJational Archives, 


J 
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Th^r« at l^ast two x-ray sessions t one before and 

one during the autopsy. 

17^ 

The body arrived at Bethesda at 6:55 P*m. Aft^r fl-O 

175 

minutes, it reached the autopsy room, at 705« 

Before the autopsy began, the room was cleared except 

for medical officers needed in the taking of photographs 

176 177 

and x-rays, in which Humes participated. According to 

Humes, before the examination began, x-rays of the head and 

body were taken along with "•..identification type phdto- 

' 178 

graphs... of the full face of the late President." 

FBI agents w^'re requested to wait in an adjoining room 

during the first x-ray/photo session. They had to rely upon 

others for the count of the number of pictures taken. At 

i 79 

81I5 P*n* t the official autopsy began; the body had been 
out of the FBI’s vi*»w for at least 40 minutes. 

During the first 40 minutes the body was at Bethesda, 
x-rays wer^ made to locate the Secret Service bull-»ts and 
necessary surgery done to remove them and alter wounds. 

How much film was exposed on the same body? Humes 
failed to see an object in the brain that the I968 Panel 
viewed. Further, Humes’ original location of the wound at 
the base of the skull differed from that shown later in 
films seen by him, the I968 Panel, and the two other doctors 
in 1972 . 

At least five inventories of the autopsy pictures have 
been made: by the FBI in 1963: by Burkley in I 965 - which 
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^ by ! 

remains classified the Kennedys. and then^the Naval Medical 
Staff, in 1966 ; and^4e I 968 Panel. No Parkland doctors 
have seen the pictures. 

180 

The amount of film varies. According to the FBI agents 
at the autopsy, "...a complete listing..." amounted to 56 
negatives.^®’’ Including 13 nade of the brain In December 

” 182 

1963 . after the autopsy. the total would be 69 . 

The Kennedys* Inventory of only "...certain x-rays and. 

photographs connected with the autopsy..." on Oct. 29, I 966 , 

came to 72. Of this, missing were five exposures of 120 

film, and one color negative of the brain; added were three 

x-rays, five exposures of 4" x 5" 

183 • . 

one roll of color film. 

Then, on Nov. 1, I 966 , the Naval Medical Staff also 

184 

found 72 negatives and transparencies, wiilch Included two 
more brain pictures than the Kennedy Inventory. In addi- 
tion. the Staff noted that a roll of 120 color film "...was 

seized by Secret Service agents from a Navy medical corpsman 

105 

...during the autopsy and Immediately exposed to light." 

(See Fig. .6-11) The Staff stated that the Kennedys were In 

error when they claimed that five 4" x 5" black-and-^lte 

186 

negatives were exposed. 

10/ 

The 1968 Panel’s Inventory of 66 negatives failed to 
Include the five black-and-white negatives. 4" x 5" Fkta- 
chrome 'film and one transparency, and the roll of 120 color 
fllii. 




i 


- n 


(4) One roll of IZO film (processed but showing no recog- 
nizable inriage) which we recall was seized by Secret Service agents 
from a Navy medical corps man whose name is not known to us 
during the autopsy and immediately exposed to the light. This item 
is numbered as item 4 in Appendix B to the letter dated October 29* 
1966 .referred to above. 

Upon completion of our examination* identification, 
marking, arrangement and listing of all of these photographic 
materials as described above* we left these materials with Dr* Rhoads. 
The X-rays and photographs described and listed above include all 
the X-rays and photographs taken by us during the autopsy* and we 
have no reason to believe that any other photographs or X-rays were 
made during the autopsy. 








James J*. Humes 

Captain, M. C. * USN 
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Fig. 6*11 from Navftl Medical Staff Inventory showing 

Secret Service destruction of autopsy fllm» 
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D(*sorlptlVf^ Dascrepano lea . 


Description of the film also varies. In I 966 , the 

Naval M»dlcal Staff found no. 2, an 9 X 10- Inch X-ray, to b« 
, ^ 188 
of tnp riKht aid. of th* akull. When no, 2 waa vlawad In 

1968 , th« Panf*l said It was of th« l<*ft sld« of th« 

189 

skull. 

Th^ Quality of tha film is crucial In cartaln arsas> 
Photographs 1 . 2, 44, and 45 show tha cranial cavity, wlth- 

196 

out th»* brain, frem tha front and abova, which would show 
bullat daaaga to tha skull, Th- Panal notad tha "...lack of 
contrast of tha structuras portray ad and lack of clarity of 

191 

datall In thasa photographs..." 

Wia Staff, tha Panal, and Dr, l^ttlnar, ona of tha two 
doctors who saw tha f liras In 19 ? 2 , all notad haat damaga or 
scorch marks In two araas on x-ray no. 1, a front to back 

192 

vlaw of tha skull. Tha Staff and tha Panal both ob- 

sarvd panel 1 Unas drawn on x-ray no. 2, though one via wad 

193 

tha right slda and tha othar tha la ft, 

lAttlmar obsarvad that although Huraas said films wara 
194 tha lung, no such films war. avall- 

abla. parhaps also missing - unlass dallberataly rulnad 
- ara tha "...X-rsys of tha haad...and idantlf Icatlon typa 
photogra^phs...mada of tha full face..." bafora tha autopsy 
started, 

hltaratlon and substitution of tha films could have oc- 
currad during tha tlraa tha Sacr-t Sarvlca had th-n In thalr 
custody. Which ^was from tha night of th* autopsy until tha 
spring of 1965 . Th*' films w*>ra glvan to agant Kallarman^^^ 
by Humas* conraandlng offlc-r, Capt, Stov»r. 


Kftll^rman 
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gavi* th-*ia to Burkl^ty. thr<^« days lat^r, turned thftn 

ov-^r to Sficr^t S^*rvlo.* ag»nt Hob<*rt !• Bouck, of th« Pro- 

199 

ti^ctiv^ H«6#*arch S^-ctlon* Bouck aoknowl«dg**d , on Mov. 

26 1 1963, *On*i‘ Tf*c«lpt dat-sfd Noir* 22 , I963, regard Ing a 

carton of photographic film, und^Vf^lop^^d axcapt for x-rays* 

200 

d«lW-*r^»d, * .for safftk*»^plng." 

In addition, whan tha brain was sxamlnad on Di>o* 6* 

201 

1963* 13 photographs takan, Thes** wpr#* brought, un- 

202 

dev^^loppd , to Burklp^y* 

Tha military autopsy manual advises photo gi'aphs 

mads by thp pathologist should b« attached to ths final au- 

203 

topsy rsport." Th^y wsrs not* Ths x-rays wars dav^loped 

20^ 

at B^thasda, but not ths photographs, 

Tbs autopsy plctursa - basic source materials for this 
Invaotlgatlon - war^* not saan by th# Warran Commission, with 
on# axcpptlon* Inspector Kallay of the Sacra t S#»rrlc# pri- 
vately showed one of the comlss ion* s assistant counsel on# 

205 

autopsy photograph of the back of a body with a hole In it* 
Commission lawyers told Humes and Boswell to have 

206' 

drawings prepared to depict the wounds* A few days be. 
fore they testified, the "schematic drawings" were made 

V 207 

based solely on the Bethesda doctors* v-rbal descriptions* 
Other Medical Documents, 


On Nov* 23, and 24 , I963. the Bethesda doctors wrote 

208 

their autopsy report* The evening of the 24 th* Humes 

209 

delivered it to Burkley* Burkley* according to hie note 

and signature, "verified" Boswell* s chart, "accepted and ap- 
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proved" Humes' burning his preliminary draft notes on Nov* 

24 , 1963. and initialed "CGB" on the revised, handwritten 
report (Figs, 6 - 12 , 6-I3, 6 - 14 ), 

Capt* Stover, Humes' commanding officer, was the go- 
between. Humes gave him his notes and final handwritten re- 

^ 216 

port at 5 p.m* * «jn Nov* 24 , I963. This was also "accept- 
ed and approved" by Burkley (Flg* 6 - 15 ). Then Humes delivered 

211 

It to Burkley at 6 s 3 ^^ p*m, , the same day, A typed ver- 
sion was sent to the White Housie , and to Burkley, on Kov* 

Hi 

25, 1963. From the White House, it went to the Secret 

213 

Service. 

Boswell's chart, Humes' certificates turning his mate- 
rial over to Stover and burning his notes, and Humes* final 
hand vfr It ten report are reproduced In the volumes of the War- 
ren Commission without Burkley* s signature, initials, and 
2li 

notations. With Burkley's authorization missing, Humes 
is made to bear the <^ntlre responsibility. It Is not known 
viho reniovod JiurlJLey'a authorisations i'rom these docunuiits. 

Tho rocoi'd chovm the autopsy doctors subiiittod all their reports 
and charts to tho ..hlte House and Adn* Burld,ey, \;ho authorised change, 
and approved revisions of those- docunents. In effect, the autopsy 
doctors v:cre being overruled by an officer uutside thoir chain- 
of-coEimnd# 

it is not clev.r from tho record whothur Dui'Id.oy»o superior, 
i^ymon Joi’uison, had anythin/^ to do udth those cor^’oetions. 

Ccldly, 1 tunes v/as not asked by the Coniiission vrfiy ho burned 


his notes. 
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I 

The CommlBelon received the autopsy report as an enclosure 
from the Secret Service on December 20, 1963.^^^ Xhe FBI 
first obtained a copy of the autopsy report on December 23, 
1963 , and then only after making a "specific request" to the 
Secret Service. Until that time, the FBI was compelled 
to work without the Bethesda findings, and had to rely 
entirely on the reports of their two agents who attended the 
autopsy. 
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Wh<*n a r*port<»r lat^r asked Humes why h^ burned his 

not^tt, Hum^a told him: "Use your own judgment* Would I 

217 

have burned anything that I thought important?" Alao 
strangely missing, both from the printed record (CoBaiasion 
Fxhibit No. 397) end file folder 371 In the National Archivaa* 
are the working notes Hume a made during the autopsy which ha 
later used to prepar* hla report* These notes were not 
destroyed* but were sent from Bethesda* with the last copy 
of the autopsy report, to Burkley, three days after the as- 
sassination. The Secret Service then took custody of the 
210 

papers* 

Autopsy Photos* Brain* and Locked Chest* 

The President's brain was removed by the Bethesda doo- 

219 

tors "*..for further study*.*" on Nov* 22* I 963 * The 
brain was examined ar^d the typed report* hand-dated Dec* 6 * 

^ 226 

1963 , was sent to Burkley* 

Microscopic sections were prepared from brain and skin 
221 

tissue* 

222 

In t*rms of the brain, coronal sections were omitted* 
According to pathologist Cyril Wecht, "**. coronal sections - 
parallel cuts spaced every ^ in. or closer from one side of 
the brain to th* oth*r - are the proper and routinely uni- 
form way to examine a brain... If you do not do this* you 
cannot know what the full extent of the pathology is in the 

223 

brain." 

In terras of the skin tissue, Wecht believes "the mis- 
sing slides could show microscopic characteristics of the 
epidermis and dermis that one sees with wounds of entrance 
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224 

and that ar^" not found In wounds of 


According to Hum* a* supplemental autopsy report, 

"during the course of this e^caminatlon, s*ven (?) black and 

white and six (6) color 4x5 luch negatives are exposed but 
225 

not developed*,," These were hand^delivered to 
226 

Burkley, 

What happened to the brain, the slides* and the photos? 

According to a Treasury Dept, official, the Secret 

Service turned over the autopsy material to the Kennedys on 
227 

April 26, 1965, On that date, Burkley delivered a locked 

chest to Mrs. Fvelyn Lincoln, President Kerme(iy*a personal 

secretary, together with a two-page Inventory, dated April 

26, 1965, Marlon Johnson of the National Archives believed 

228 

the brain was listed, A few days later, Robert Kennedy's 

229 

secretary took the chest from Mrs, Lincoln* 

On March 3I, I966, Professor Jacob Cohen tried \msuc- 
cessfully to locate the autopsy x-rays and photos at the 
National Archives* Corespondence between the Secret Service 
and th* Commission failed to mention them. The Archives, 
Irritated with this* suggested Cohen contact the Secret 

230 

Service, » 


Cohen wrote Robert Wallace, assistant secretary of the 
Treasury* who sent the lett-r to David C, Achescn, al- 
so of Treasury. Without mentioning the photos, Acheson as- 
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falsely 

serted, “..•the Service had turned all of Its material over 
to the Commission or the Jjtchlves and that^the x-ray films 
were made available to the Commission and were in fact used 
In briefing the Commission staff on the autopsy procedures 
and results," 

On April 26, 1966, Cohen wrote Acheson about the loca- 
tion of the autopsy x-reya and photos. He received no re- 
ply, On Kay 5, I966, Cohen wrote Robert Kennedy concerning 
their location, and asked If Kennedy withheld these from the 

232 

CoDuaisslon, Again* he received no reply. 

In August 1966 t Newsweek magazine reported that its two 
month inquiry failed to find the location of the autopsy 

233 

photos. 

Then, on Oct, 29, 1966, the Kennedys and the government 
reached an agreement over "preservation and safeguarding" of 
the autopsy x-rays and photos, and limiting access to 

234 

them. 

On Nov, 1, 1966, the Arehlves received the autopsy photos 

235 

from the Kennedy's lawyer- 


Also on Nov, 1, 1966, the Dept, of Justice asked Humes 
and Boswell to examine, identify, and Inventory these autop- 
sy pictures at the National Archives* They did « and wrote a 
report* 
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Vhat Is thm dlTf*r«nc^ Burkli^y *3 still cl issl- 

fl^ld inv**ntory cf ^prll 26* I 965 * and that of Hun»3/Boa:^ell 
on l^ov* 1, 19667 Wh^t it-ms ar#? missing? Marion Johnson of 
thm Katlonal Archives said that tha Kanm^dys want Burkley's 

236 

Inventory k^pt s*crat* Tha rac^ntly r«l#*aBsd Hum^s/Bos- 
wftll Inrantory* which showi-d destruction of autopay films by 
th** Secret Service, was primarily withheld because it was 
claimed Its disclosure would have invaded the privacy of the 

237 

Kenn«>dy8* 

On Jan. 20, I 96 ?, the Bethesda physicians - Humes, Bos- 
well. and Plnck - met at the National Archives to examine 

the autopsy x-rays and photos. This was the second time In 

238 ’ 

three months that Humes and Boswell were at the Archives* 

A few days later, on Jan, 26, 196?, Boswell wrote Attorney 
Gen^^ral Ramsey Clark and asked* because of the controversy. 

239 

that an expert panel examine the autopsy materials. 

On Feb. 26 , and 2?, I 968 , such a panel of doctors re- 
viewed the materials and wrote a report, which included an 

240 

Inventory of items made available to them. The materials 

were examined four years later by two other physicians. On 

Jan, 7t 1972 , Dr. John K, Lattlmer viewed the autoosy 

241 

materials at the Archives* On Aug. 23 , and 24, 19?2* Dr, 

242 

Cyril H, Wecht examined them. Absent in these examina- 

tions were the brain, the microscopic slides of brain and 
skin tissue, and interior photos of the head and body. 

To date, no Parkland Hospital doctors have been invited 
to view the autopsy materials. 


H 
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In sum, certain photos taken at the autopsy w»re re- 
moved and/or destroyed before they were deposited in the 
National Archives, TJie location of the brain, w^ilch was 
only partially examined, is unknovm. So is the locked 
chest. 

LBJ and the Autopsy, 


As late as Nov, 26, I 963 * "The White House, . .declined 

to say wheth-r an autopsy was performed on the body of John 
243 

P, Kennedy," 


On Nov* 4, 1966 , Johnson told a press conference* 

most of this /autops^^f llms7 has been ov^r In the Archives 

stored all the time* He added* "It has always been 

available to the Warren Commission and the Government, the 
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Justice Department, the FBI." Archivists John F* Slmmona 

and Marlon Johnson, In March I 966 , denied that the Archives 
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had the films. 

In early I 968 , a forthcoming, sensational trial in New 

Orleans held the possibility that the autopsy films might be 

obtained and us»d. On Jan. 26, I 96 S, Boswell requested the 

Attorney Gen»ral to have a panel of doctors review th* 

24? 

films* The Bethesda doctors might have feared that a 
, 248 

trial could cast doubt upon their work. Perhaps Lyndon 

Johnson was also troubled about this. Although his resigna- 
tion statement whs prepared by Jan. 17. I 968 , he failed to 
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give It when he ciade the State of the Union Address. 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

117 

118 

- 

1 



4*5 

! 

|15 

20 

I 2 I 

22 

23 

24 

2i_ 

During examination of the brain on 
Dec. 6, 1963 , seven black and white 
.negatives were exposed (Co.tmiesion 
'ilxhibit No* 391 f V, 16, p. 933)* 
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Nov. 26, 1963 (oont.) Oct. 29, 1966 (oontinuad) 


NSC, I ■ 
TYPE htO. 


COLOR 

4x5 


1 

2 

y 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
16 

19 

20 
21 
22 


COMI>:£!jTS 


I am 

'jTtPF, _no» 


tCOLOR 
TRANS- I 1 
PARElJCTf 2 

4x5 I 3 


5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


comc^mn 


4x5^ 

FILM 


n 

24 

25 

26 
21 


COLOR 

FILM 


During examination of the brain on 
Dog* 6 , 1563 , Bix color 4x5 noga- 
tivee wore expoeed (CoromiEeion £t- 
hibit No* 391 t V. 16| p* 9 S 6 )* 
Only five on this date* 


E^poood. 

*« 


No image. 


\ 

Roll Exposed. 


atcict with no Image* 


120 

FILM 


TOTAL 56 


COLOR 1 
K[ LM ■ Un expo Bed* 


Sxpoeed. 

If 


complete 
listing" by 
FBI 


Note: In the explicit language of their 

agreement with the government, the Kennedye 
turned over "...certain X-rays and phono- 
graphs connected with the autopsy.*," not all 
(E^ew York Times, Jan. 6, I 968 , p, 15)* 


TOTAL 


72 

X 


Negatives & Transparenciee 
Roll of film 


Source; Commission Sourde; New York Tiraeo, Jan. 6, 1968, pp.l, 15 

Doc. No* 7 ., p, 285 


m 
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IimiNTOriY: Nov. 1, I 966 


^'EO. 

rrrE 

NO. 

ID NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

COMKJNTS 

X-Ray 

^10 

1 

21296 

SKULL; front-back view. 

. slight heat damaged. . . ” 


2 

M 

" side, right. 

"...two angle lines over- 





drawn on the film..." 


3 

M 

*• Bide view. 



4 

None. 

BONE fragments, three. 

Numbers 1-6: 10x12 size 


5 

N 

ff 

on Oct. 29 , 1966 . 


6 

ft 

w 


X-Rey 

14x17 

7 

21296 

ABDOMEN; front -back view. 



8 

ft 

SHOULDER, right & CHEST, right. 

front-back view. 


9 

ft 

CHEST; front-back view. 



10 

H 

SHOULDER, left 4 CHEST, left. 

front-back vie\;. 


11 

M 

CKEfTP, lower & ABDOMEN. 

front-back view. 


12 

ft 

TiaCHS,both A KHES JOINTS, both 

front -baok vievi. 


13 

It 

PELVIS; front-back view. 

"...a small round density of 
myelogram media projected 
over the sacral canal..." 


14 

1 

ff 

PELVIS, lower; HIPS A THIGHS, 
upper; front-back view. 



1 




MBOS 1 

1 1 


HEAD, left, & SHOULDERS. 


4x5 1 

1 2 


similar 



1 3 


ff 



4 

* 

It 



5 


HEAD, right A SHOULDER, right. 



6 


similar 



7 


HEAD, above. 



8 


similar 



9 


M 



10 


ft 



11 


SHOULDER, wound; baok view. 



12 


similar 



1 

1 

HEAD, front A TORSO, upper. 

Shows tracheotomy wound. 


14 

1 1 

similar 

"...somewhat closer view..." 


15 


SKULL , wound , right , r ear . 

occipital area. 


16 


similar 


i 

1 

17 


If 

shows wound "...following 
reflection of scalp..." 

1 

18 


If 

_ 


19 

JTB 

I BRAIN, below. 



20 

If 

” above. 



21 

n 

•• below. 



22 

It 

" 

"...direct basilar view..." 

i 

23 

ft 

** above. j 

similar j 

Shows "...extensive damage j 
to right cerebral hemisphcrO’*j 

1 

i i 

IL 

" i 


(Continued^ 


I 
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Nov. 1| 1966 (continued) 


tJEG. 

TYPE 

jl! 0 . 

DESCRIPTION 

COMWKJJTS 

COLOR 

26 

HEAD, right side. , 

1 

TRA 1 ^S- 

27 

similar 

1 

PAREN- 

28 

" 

1 

CIES 

29 

HEAD, left side. 

! 

‘4x5 

30 

.similar 

1 

$ 


. 31 

II 



. 32 

HEAD, above. 



! 

j similar 



! 34 

It 



: 35 

M 




n 


1 

‘ 37 

It 



38 

SHOULDER, wound, r i ght , upper baok. 



39 

’• 1 

\ 


40 

HEAD A TORSO, upper front. 

Shows tracheotomy wound. 


41 

similar 



42 

HEAD, wound, right oooipital area. 



43 

similar 



44 

HEAD, wound, back. 

"...with Boalp reflected." 


45 

similar 



4^ 

BRAIN, below. 



47 

similar 



48 

N 



49 

Color negative; no tremsparenoy. 

Hade from 47 , which has 



Has brush hair. 

better color intensity. 


50 

BRAIN, above. 



51 

similar^ 



_52_ 

II 

Now seven brain pictures. 

jBAN 

1 

Unexposed. 

Kennedys claim exposed. 

NEGS 



Developed. 

.4x5 

2 

n 

It 

• 

3 

n 

H 

1 

4 

n 

n 


1. 

It 

n 

EKTACHHOIJi 

j 


gLK 4 x 5 

Unexposed. 1 

Undeveloped. 

EKTACIfROMS T3/.:;Spyj>3H0I , 


^ 5 . i 

1 * 

Unexposed. ^ 

Developed. 


120 CCjWa . ProoessedT SS seized and I 

,PILH i?oll No recornizablo imape. 'exposed it to li/?ht. i 


TOTAL IX Negatives & Transparenoiec. 

2 Rolls of film 

Source: James J. Humes, J. Thornton Boswell, John H. Ebersole, and John • 

T. Stringer, Report of Incnection ^ Naval Medical Staff on 
November 1, I 966 National Archives of X-Rays and Photographsi 
of Autopsy of President Jolm Kenne dy . 


INVSNTORY: Feb. 26-27, 196B 


iJEcTl 

PIPE ! 

IJO. 

r 

ID 1 : 0 . 

maimTfioli 

comm'TS 

X-Ray 1 

1 

Z12$6 

SICULL; front-baoJc vievi. 

Poaalble heat damage in two 
small areas* 


2 

21296 i 

SKULL; left side. 

Right aide in Nov. I 966 , Shows 
rear hole 4" high. Converging 
penoil lines drawn on film. 


3 

n 

n 

Slightly different projection* 


4 

n 

SKULL mCMENTS. 



5 

" 1 

" 



6 . 

ft 

n 



7 

n 

(?R^ST & STO^IACH; front-baoic view. 



' 

■ 

CHEST, right & SIIOUIDES & ARK, 
upp«r; froht~baok 

Lower neck can be seen. 


9 

" 

CHE^j front-back view. 

H 


10 

n 

CHEST, left & SHOULDER & ARH, 
upper; front-baolc view. 

e 


11 

It 

CHEST ft STOKACB; front-bBOk view. 



12 

•t 

f 

THI CHS i lower ft OSES; front-back. 



13 1 

1 - 

1 

PELVIS, front-back view. 

"*..a small, round opaque 
struoture, . .1 mm in diameter,. 





to the right of the midline at 
«*.the first sacral segment of 
the spine**' 


H 

m 

LEGS, upper; front-back view. 



3 

t 1 JB 

HEAD a NECK, left aide. 



17 

■ 2 " 

t, 



6 

1 3 - 

It 



15 1 

j 4 - 

w 



12 

5 " 

t 

HEAD, right & above * part of face, 
NECK, SHOULDER + CHEST, upper. 



11 ' 

‘ 6 ■ 

w 



8 

7 " 

HEAD, above* 



13 

8 ■ 

m 



5 

1 9 » 

w 



16 

10 " 

t» 



9 , 

, 11 ■ 

BACK & NECK. 



10 < 

1 12 . 

" 



4 1 

j 13 " 

HEAD, right ft above part of faoe, 

NECK, SHOULDER + CHEST, upper. 



3 

14 " 

It 



14 ' 

1 15 « 

jHEAD, back. 



7 ' 

' 16 " 

■ It 



2 . 

17 " 

CRANIAL CAVITY, above, front 

Lack of const rast a clarity 




— brain removed. 

of detail. 

_ . j 

1 ' 

18 " 

fi 

n 

b&^ 


19 JTB 

BRAXIt , 

Same as 46-^2. 

m}s 

■ 

20 " 

n 

n 


1 

21 " 

n 

H 



22 " 

It 

n 


f 

1 

23 " 

n 

11 


1 

24 " 

n 

H 


* 


It 

It 
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Feb. 26-27, 1968 (continued) 


KO. 

26 

DEi)::Riprion 

HEAD, right ft above + part of face, 
NECK, SHOULDER + CHEST, upper. 

COMJ-iEliTS . , 

27 I 

It ^ 


28 1 

n 1 


29 

HEAD k HECK, left side. | 


30 

II 


31 

It 

- 

32 

head, above* 


33 

ti 


34 

ii * 


35 

It 


36 

ft 


37 

11 


38 

BACK + NECK. 


39 

•1 


40 

RBAD, right k above + part of face, 
NECK, SHOULDER + CHEST, upper. 


41 

m 


42 

43 

44 

HEAD, back. 

if 

CRANIAL CAVITt, above, front - brain 

Lank of oontraet h clarity^ 

removed* 

of detail. 

45 

ft 

m 

46 

BRAIH, below." 


47 

n 


48 

ff 


49 

50 

'If 

BRAIH, above. 

Gray-brown rectangular 
struoture, 13 z 20 mm pre- 

51 

fl 

sent . Not noted in pre- 

52 

It 

vious invent orieS| 


TOTAL 66 Negatives. 


Sources William H» Carnea, RuBoell S, Fisher , Ruaeell H. Morgan, Alan 
R. Moritz, 1968 panel R eview of Phot ofrrnphs , X-Ray Pilme, Doc- 
urnente and Other Evidence PeTtaininy t c the ^tal Uoundin g of 
President John F* Kennedy on NovefnbeT 22 § 19^3 io Dallas , 
Texas. 
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181* Commlas Ion Docum^^nt No * 2f P* 285* 

182. •Commlaalon Exhibit No. 391." op. cit , . v, 16. p. 

988 . 

18> Now York Jan. 6, I968, p* I5. 

181k Jac^g J, Hujiiag, J, Thornton Bos wall, John H, Eber- 
8ola» and John T* 3tring^rt Rf tagrt of* Inap^ction bv Naval^ 
H^dlcal Staff on Kovi^igb^r 1, 196^ "at National Archives of 
X-Kaxs and PhotoAraphs of Autopsy of Pr^sld*nt John F. 
K^nnady . 


■185 

Ibid., p. 11. 


186 

Ibid. . p* 10* 


18» 

1968 Panwl. 


18E 

Naval Madlcal Staff. Report. 

p. 2 

189 

1966 Pan^l. p. 5* 


190 

Ibid . a pp. 7, 5* 


19V 

Ibid . , p. 7* 


19 a 

Naval Medioal Staff. Report, 
1968 Panel* p. 12. 

Lattlm.r, o£* clt. , p, 47* 

p* 2 

193 

Naval Medical Staff. R.Dort. 
1968 Pan»l. loc. cit. 

loc. 

19** 

Xflttlmer* loc. cit. 

Humes, o£. cit. . V. 2, p* 353 

* 

195 

HujB^g, o£. cit . * V* 2, p. 349 

. 

19< 

Whalen, og. clt* , p, 69 . 


193 

Commission Document No. 7. D. 

285 


Kall^rman gava a r»*cp*lpt for th^B« fling that Is not 
In th^ at th* National Archly<»a* On April 2» 1973* 

Jana E* Smith, dirp^ctor. Civil Archives Division, wroti*, “Wa 
do not havi» th#* r*c*%lpt signed by Special Agant Hoy K#*ll*r- 
man for fllme takan at tha autopsy of Pr^*sldant K^*nn<»dy*" 

1^8 Humes, op . ol t . . v. 2, p. 351* 

199 rf Commission Documg*nt No . 371 *^. 1 ^ S)80^ 

200.^--^ild^ — ^ 

201 * •CoBmlasion Exhibit No. 391*“ o^. cit , , v, 16, p. 988 * 
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20E 

Ibid. 


20> 

Armed Forces, Autopsy Manual, p. 

56- 

2014* 

Humes, op* cit, . v. 2, p* 372* 


205 

Whalen, loc* clt* 


206. Arlen Specter, "Hemorandum to Mr* 
Subject! Interview of Autopsy Surgeons, 
1964, p, 2* 

Humes, op. clt* , v. 2, p. 350* 

J. Lee Eaiikin; 

" dated March 12, 

207 

Humes, 0£* cit*, v, 2, p* 350. 


20a 

Humes et al, ^|fxaml nation/* P* 1* 


209L 

Ibid* 


21a 

Humes* o^. ctt, , v, I7, p, 47, 

* 

2XX 

Humes et al, ^Exaalnatlo|^, p* 1, 

% 

21a Conmlgsion Document No, 371. D* 99. 

Fletcher Knebel, "A Hew Wave of Doubts Concerning 
Inquest by E.J* Epateln," Look. July 12, I966, p. 71, 

21> 

Ibid. 


21^ 
pp. 30 

See "Commission Fxhlblt Ho. 397,* 
. 45, 47, and 48. 

op. clt.. T. 17. 

215 

Knebel, o^* clt., p, 71. 


216 

New York Tines* Dec* 26, 1966. p* 

25 . 

219 

Wbalen, loc. ctt. 


21a 

Ibid. 


219 

Hunes. od. clt. . v. 16, p. 981. 


22(1 "CoBiBlsslon Fxhlblt No. 391, ■ op. 

pp. 987-989. 

cj^^. , ▼, 16, 

221 

Ibid. 


222 

Ibid*, p. 987. 


22a 

Wecht. £2. clt. . p. 32. 


224 

Ibid. . p. 31. 
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22S •ConmlHslon Fxhlblt No, 391*** ££- nit . , v, 16 * 

p* 9B8. 


226 . 

227 , 


Ibid . 

V/halen* 



228. Ngvf York Tlmns , p. C7- 

229 . im* 

T^h 

2J0* J^^cob Cohnn, **What the Warren Report Units 1 ^ Vital 
Docunents," Hat Ion. July 11, 1966, p. ^7* 


231. Ibid . 

232 . Ibid . 

23 > Newsweek , fiug* 15 t 1 ? 66 , p. 3 I, 

23tk Kew York Times , Jan, 6* I 968 , p, I 5 . 

235- Ibid ,, i^ug, 27. 1972, p. 57 - 

236 . Kew York Times . Aug. 27# 1972, p* 57- 

237- James B. Rhoads, Letter to Fred T* Newcomb, dated 
June 20, 1972 . 

23B- Humes et al, 2?xamlnatlori7i P* 2. 

239 . J. Thornton Boswell, "Letter to the Honorable Ramsey 
Clark, Attorney General," dated Jan. 26, I 968 , 

240, 1968 Panel , pp. 5-6. 

241“ New York Times , Jan, 9* 1972, p. 1. 

242. Ibid . . Aug. 27, 1972, p. !• 

243 , Washington Fvenlng Star , Kov, 26, 1963* P* 5- 

244* Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States s 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 19?? * v, 2, p. 1322. 

245 . Ibid . 

246. Cohen, 0 £. clt. , p. 4?* 

Boswell, loc . clt. 


247 . 
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248- Th^lr report was released a year later. Its timing 
was dellb'^ratei "Release of the report was connected with 
the court case In i^h-lch New Orleans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison Is se faking release of the autopsy photographs and 
x-rays." ( Los Angelas Times . Jan, 17, I 969 , pt. 1, p. I 9 . ) 

249 . Lady Bird Johnson, "A Vfhlte House Diary Part II i The 
Last Years: Doubts and Dilemmas." KcCall*s. Dec. 1970. 
p. 104. 


Walter Cronkite, CBS News . "LBJi Why I Chose Not To 
Run," Dec. 27, I 969 . 


Johnson, The Vantage Point , op. clt., p, 429 


Part IV* 
CONSOLIDATIOII 


”'Gr»ctlngB from tB# Doer Country of * 


hop# your holltl#y aeaoon ■ill b# nor# 
d«l«ctsble b#c 8 UB# of our hunting soason. 

In T#z«b^ froBi Hor«nb«r on, th# hllla 
ar# allr# nlth th# Bound of huntoro* H#r# In 
th# moult, klllad this y«#r by our truoty 
rlflea, on the U 3 J ronoh. 

^Lyndon B. John# on 'o7 

Christ BOB note to frlonda 

1963 " 


(Jack Shepherd and Christopher S« ttr#n, 
Quotations froa Chalraan IB J « p# I83# ) 


N « vrc orab//H d am 8 


Chapter ?• Scapegoat 


Consolidation of the conspirators* gains falls within 
three areas* a scapegoat, a war, and Robert Kennedy# 

To strengthen their hand, the plotters needed certain 
BupportiTe elements# A scapegoat, a planted bullet, and a 
rebuilt limousine were subject to direct control# A commis- 
sion of investigation could be influenced# 

The aftermath of the assassinatXon was a victory for 

In 

those, especially some mC, the military, who had long opposed 

President Kennedy*s peaceful^ policies# Had he lived, there 

GSCB 

would have been no war^in Vietnam# 

The President's brother made an attempt to move against 
these forces, but to no avail# 


Scapegoat# 


Lee H# Oswald said that he was on the first floor lunch- 
room of the depository building, during the shooting, and 

1 

then went to the second floor for a coca-cola# In less 

2 

than a minute and 15 seconds after the first shot, a po. 
lice officer ran into the depository, thinking the shots had 
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come from one of the upper floors, and found Oswald in the 

3 

lunchroom, **##.calm and collected," "#.#drinking a 
4 • 

coke#" At the time, the officer held his drawn gun three 
feet from Oswald# ^ 

As the officer pointed his gun at Oswald, the manager 

of the depository ran up and identified Oswald as an employ- 

6 

ee« The officer was neither asked nor did he explain why 

he had singled-out Oswald from among others in the buildingi 

he did not see a gunman fire from the building# 

A clerical supervisor passed Oswald on the second floor 

7 

more than two minutes after the last shot had been fired# 

8 

She said he was "very calm," and was walking slowly# 

Orders for the Dodd Committee# 

% 

Oswald answered mail-order gtm ads at a tine when a 

Senate subcommittee was investigating the gun mail-order 

business^ Hearin.^s ran from January to May 1963* &nd began 

again in the spring of 1964# Both firms that Oswald ordered 

from were being investigated# 

This subcommittee, chaired by Sen# Thomas J# Dodd, 

hired investigators to sample the market in mail-order guns# 

In orjer 

The investigators would place nail orders ^ to determine if 

o 

companies followed federal and state laws# 

In March 1963# Oswald, under the name A#J# Hidell,^^ 
sent for some mail-order guns. He ordered a 36-lnch, 6# 5 mm 
Italian carbine from Klein* s Sporting Goods Inc# of Chicago, 
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^encorpb/idamE 
11 

111 , From Seaport Trad'^rs Inc,, of Los /lng“l«s, Calif* » 

ord^r-'d a Smith and Wesson * 38 , with a two- Inch bar- 
12 

r*l, Kl<»ln*s and Seaport shipo-d th* guns on March 20 , 
1963* to Post Offlc* Box 2915, Dallas, T-x. Kl»ln*s s»nt 
th» rlfl^ via Parcel Post; Seaport shlcp^d th» r^volv^r by 
Railway Express* 

No record ^»xlsts to show that Hid* ll/Oswald *v^r took 
possession of th*s* weapons. Part thr** of postal form no, 
1039* nhlch lists thos* with access to a postal box, was 

15 

throifn away* Postal regulations require that this b* kept 

16 

for two years aft^r the box Is closed, 

Texas Inw requires "purchaser of pistol must secure 

* 

certificate of good character from Justice of Peace, County 

17 

Judge or District Judge," Railway Fxprass, by Its own 

rules, must compare a customer's signature with his signa- 

ls 

ture on a legal document, such as a driver’s license. No 
Railway Fxpress forms ar* in evidence to show th® revolver 
was actually delivered. 

Both rifle and revolver wep* available in several Dal- 

19 

las gun shops at th* time, Oswald told police and the FBI 
during Interrogation that he bought the revolver in Port 

19-a 

Worth* 

But Oswald’s role went further than merely placing 
orders. If h* could engage in visible and provocative acti- 
vities and still buy mail-order guns, then the Dodd Conunlttee 
could use this record at hearings with mail-order dealers. 
There were Several examples. 

On Aug. 9 * 1963 t while Oswald distributed "Fair Play 
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for Cuba" llt(*ratur* In N«m 0rl**ans, got Into a fight and 

was arr-st-d.^*^ As the Warren Report noted, "...he asKed 

the Mew Orleans police to arrange for him to be Intervled by 

the FBI."^'’ During that Int-rvlew in lall, he olalmed^^ 

that a nan named Hidell asked him to pass out literature. 

He also told a local attorney that someone paid him $25 a 

23 

day to do this. 

On Aug* 17* 1963 , Oswald was Interviewed on a New 
Orleans radio station about his pro-Castro activities. 

Four days later, on the same station, ho was part of a pan- 
el discussion with an antl-Castro Cuban who, at a press con- 
ference afterwards, called for a congressional Investigation 

25 

of Oswald. 

In September 1963* Oswald went to Mexico City where ho 

26 

applied for a visa at bpth the Soviet Ftabassy and the 

. 27 

Cuban Consulate, 

Such activities, plus his background of ostensible de- 
fection to Russia, came to the attention of sev-ral federal 
agencies. Including the Secr-t Service. 

After tVie assassination, police found blank mall order 
coupons and complete ads among Oswald’s belongings In Oal- 
One of the coupons found matched a June 1963 Issue 

nr the American Rlflemn magazine, which was located In the 

29- 

Crescent City garage In New Orleans, La, 

The Crescent City garage, as well as Its part-owner, 

Adrian T. Alba, and Oswald, were well-known to the Secret 

30 

Service. Their official cars were stored there. 


it I 


a* ■ 


Oswald would brousft through a collection of gun maga- 
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zlnea at the CJ re scent City garage and discuss them with Alba. 
According to Alba, Oswald "... pursued the issued of ordering 
guns and how many guns had I ordered, and how long did it 
take to get them, and where had I ordered from,'* 

The day after the assassination, the Secret Service 
examined these magazines, and took "...two of the guns 
magazines..." from the garage. By the time the FBI arrived, 
these magazines had been removed. 

When the Dallas police arrested Oswald, they found he 
had a revolver, serial nximber V5102t0, in his possession.^ 

In the spring of 1964 , the Dodd Committee again held 
hearings. The committee asked that Seaport Traders, where 
Oswald had ordered his revolver, furnish It with originals, 
or copies, of their invoices for the years I96I-I963# Sea- 
port was required to keep these records under Federal Law, 
enforced by the Alcohol, Tobaoco, and Firearms Division (ATF) 
of the Internal Revenue Service - like the Secret Service - 
a part of the Treasury Department. 

The owner of Seaport Traders was tardy in supplying 
Dodd with the requested records. On April 25, 1964 , Dodd 
charged the owner with stalling, Seaport had supplied a 
list of gun shipments, with dates, addresses, and aerial 
numbers, instead of copies of the actual Invoices. The Jommittee 
found that the list was incomplete, The AIF, which 
licenses gun dealers, male up the incomplete list for 
Seaport,^® 
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Nevicomb/Ad'^ns 

The Dodd Committee published charts, based on the ATP- 

pr** pared Seaport records, to show a breakdown of shipments 

by geographical locations, from 1961-1963. The chart shows 

Seaport did not ship a .38 Smith and Wesson revolv-^r to Ifel- 

39 ' 

las In 1963 (Pig. 7-1). Oswald's gun, in effaot, did not 

exist. 

The ATF on Nov, 22, I 963 * 

The ATP was busy In D^illas on the day of the assassina- 
tion, esp*»c tally concerning one man who posed a considerable 
threat to tha assassination soenariOi FBI agant Jamas P. 
Hosty, Jr. 

As tha Warran Report noted, "The FBI opened a flla on 

Oswald in October 1959 wh«n news reports appeared of his de- 
* 40 

faction to tha Soviet Union." By I 963 . agent Hosty was 

in charge of Oswald's file. In trying to learn where 

Oswald was living in Dallas, "on November 4, Hosty tele- 
phoned the Texas School Book Depository and learned that 

Oswald was working th»re... 

The possibility existed for the plotters that Hosty 
could have decided to routinely check on Oswald on November 
22nd. Consequently, Hosty was kept in a conference with an 
ag-nt from ATF as well as one from Army Intelligence. "This 
conference," recall-d Hosty, "lasted most of the morn- 
ing..." Hosty l“ft at 11s 45 a.m. Now on his l^cl^hour, 
he watched the motorcade pass as he stood some blocks 
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from th» depository, 

Tjfff ik'HF also did some follow-up work Immed lately afti*r 

I 

thm assassination. 

r 

According to Dallas Pollen Chl“f Curry, , .rannibAra of 

thn United States Alcohol Tax unit hnlp»d pollen offlCArs 

ln.«." thAlr SAarch around thn dnpoaltory aftnr thn assas- 
44 - 

stnatlon. Onn of thn ATP agnnts was Prank L* Plls- 

45 

worth. 

The ATP and Pllsworth may also have bnen Involved with 
obtaining thn conviction of a businessman Whosn gunshop 
carrlnd ammunition for thn planted depository rlfln, John T, 
Kasnn, of Ka sen's Gun Shop, was reportedly convicted of sel- 

4( 

ling guns without k-«plng adequate records, on Nov, 14, I 963 , 
His store wos on« of two places In Dallas wh«re that type of 

47 

ammunition was available. Had the planted ammunition be*n 
purchased th"r- by som*one oth«r than Oswald - Ha sen was un- 
able to Identify Oswald as a buyer - records of purchase 

would bn Incriminating and would have to be eliminated. 

In spring 1964, It was ATP agent "llsworth, together with 
Secret Service agents Hewlett and Patterson, on th«lr own ini- 
tiative, who sought to discredit FBI agent Hosty, as well as 
mislead a Commission assistant counsel In his Investigation.^ 


A Job on th^ Motorcade* Houte*. 


As noted earll-r, two sites were under consideration 
for the Dallas luncheon on Hov. ZZ, 1963 i the Trade Hart, 
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and thm Building. Th* motorcad* rout* through down- 

town Chllas would d*p*nd upon which luncheon slt« was 
X “C t *d ■ 

Th^ plot ri^qulr^d that Oswald find work on on** of th^ 
two lik#*ly motorcad* routes. Fig* 7-2 shows "both routes 

I 

with numb-^rs Indicating wh»r» Oswald looked for work. From 

Oct* 4th-15thi h- sought ^mploym-nt along both motorcad** 

routes, long b*for* th^ rout*^s or luncheon slt*s w»r^ con- 
50 

sid'^r^d* 

A marked map was found by Dallas pollc* among Oswald*s 

50 -a 

p*»rsonal belongings at a rooming hous*. When th* map 

was shotm to him during questioning* remark -d, "My God* 

don*t tell cje there's a mark near where this thing /th® 

- 51 

assassination/ happened." Oswald told Investigators that 
h» had made e number of marks on the map* "I was looking 
for work," he said* "and marked the places where 1 w^nt for 

52 

Jobs and where I heard ther® were Jobs." 

Oswald apparently was told not only where to look for 
work* but also which Job to accept. He was offered a Job at 
Love Field wh-re the President's plan* landed, and also with 
a firm that had showrooms In th* Trade Mart, where th» Pres- 
ident* s luncheon was to be held. At location number 1, 

Trans-Texas Airways offered him a Job as a cargo handler for 

53 

J 3 IO a month. The job h* accept-d at the depository, lo- 


cation number 6 * paid only $208.82 a month. Two Warr®n 
Commission attorneys took not® of this, stating* "standing 


(IJ Offewl fOb cafip Mndter. 

Trai}$'TeKai Airways i>\ love FieW 
(CE 
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